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Foreword

I have long cherished my nine-volume set of Robert Hawker’s
Poor Man’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments, not
so much for its exegetical expertise as for its heartwarming,
devotional character. Hawker's six volumes on the Old
Testament and three on the New Testament, which contain
the entire text of the Authorized Version of the Scriptures, are
highly informative on certain texts but make little or no
comment on other texts. Obviously, Hawker did not aim for
the exegetical acuity of John Calvin, the homiletical breadth of
Matthew Henry, or the pastoral succinctness of Matthew
Poole. Rather, his purpose was to edify believers by providing
spiritual and experiential comments on each section of
Scripture. Consequently, these volumes are most profitable as
a daily devotional rather than as a regular commentary. The
prayerful “reflections” section that follows Hawker's comments
on each chapter of Scripture marvelously enhance this
devotional character. They alone are worth the purchase of
these volumes. Here is one sample to whet your appetite.
Reflecting on John 18, Hawker writes:

Oh! Gethsemane! Sacred, hallowed spot! Did Jesus oft-times
resort thither with his disciples? And wilt thou now, O LORD,
by thy sweet Spirit, aid my meditations, that I may take the
wing of faith and often traverse over the solemn ground? It
was a garden in which the first Adam began to break through
the fence of God's holy plantation. And in a garden the
second Adam, so called, shall begin the soul-travail of sorrow,
to do away the effects of it. And, oh! What humiliation, what
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agonies, what conflicts in the arduous work? Oh! How vast
the glory, when smiting to the earth his enemies, the LORD
JESUS proved his GODHEAD by the breath of his mouth!
Sweetly do | see thee, LORD, by faith, going forth a willing
sacrifice. Lo! I come! said JESUS. So come, LORD, now, by
grace!

Hail, thou King of Zion, for thou hast here most blessedly
borne testimony to this glorious truth. Then as a King do thou
reign and rule over thy Church, thy people, both in heaven
and earth. And let my soul continually discover the goings of
my GOD and King, in his sanctuary. Surely, dear LORD, it is
thine, both by nature, providence, grace, and glory, to
maintain and order, to regulate and appoint, to establish and
confirm thy royal laws, and the government of thy kingdom,
in the hearts and minds of all thy people, whom thou hast
made willing in the day of thy power! Reign thou, and rule in
me, the LORD of life and glory! Amen.

Originally published in small “penny” portions to be affordable
to the poor. The New Testament portions were gathered and
published in four volumes in 1815 and 1816 by W. Stratford
of London. A few years before he died, Hawker completed a
new edition, titled 7he Poor Man’s Commentary on the New
Testament: A new edition, corrected, with final amendments
of the author, 4 vols. (London: Printed for Sherwood, Gilbert,
and Piper by B. M'Millan, 1823-26). By 1850, several improved
editions had been published in three volumes. Though
Hawker's other writings were reprinted in the twentieth
century, his commentary was not. We are grateful that Solid
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Ground Christian Books is making this edifying work available
again. We commend it for private and family worship.

Hawker was a prolific author and Calvinist preacher in the
Church of England who, like Samuel Rutherford, became
known for his love for Christ. That love is abundant on nearly
every page of his comments as well as throughout his
reflections. Hawker excels in Christ-centered, experiential
divinity. He was taught by the Spirit how to find Christ in the
Scriptures, as well as how to present Him to hungry sinners in
search of daily communion with a personal Redeemer. For the
genuine Christian, here is devotional writing at its best: it is
always warmly Christ-centered, eminently practical, personally
searching.

The only definitive biography of Hawker is by John Williams,
who sat under Hawker's ministry before becoming pastor of
Stroud, Gloucestershire. That biography is in the preface to
volume 1 of Hawker's Works and was first published in 1831.
Of Hawker’s writings, Williams notes, “His remarks exhibit a
great warmth of affection, a lively energy of expression, a
graceful flow of language, and an affluent store of scriptural
sentiments. There is a lovely simplicity in his sublimest
thoughts, and in his humblest themes a becoming dignity.”

Robert Hawker was born to God-fearing parents April 13,
1753, at Exeter, England. His father, a reputable surgeon, and
his young sister died when he was an infant. He was raised by
his mother with the help of two aunts, one of whom taught
him to memorize numerous portions of Scripture before he
went to school. The memorized Scripture served him well
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throughout his long ministry and convinced him that the early
education of all children should be centered on the Word of
God. Out of this conviction, Hawker compiled 7he Child’s First
and Second Books, consisting of simple lessons or illustrations
from Scripture.

As a child, Hawker attended Exeter’'s grammar school, where
he learned Greek and Latin. His mother, who wanted her son
to be a physician like his father, had him study surgery and
medicine under Dr. White, a surgeon from Plymouth.

At the age of eighteen, Hawker married Anne Rains. They had
eight children. Hawker pursued further training in the
hospitals of London prior to spending three years as assistant
surgeon in the royal marines. Against this background, he
would later write Zion’s Warrior, or the Christian Soldier’s
Manual, in which he described the spiritual dimensions of the
duties and occupations of the military life.

While in the marines, Hawker had numerous religious
impressions and decided to pursue the ministry. He entered
Oxford University as a member of Magdalen Hall in 1778. He
took holy orders and became curate of St. Martin for three
months prior to becoming curate to John Bedford, vicar of
Charles, near Plymouth. Upon Bedford’'s death in 1784,
Hawker became vicar of Charles, where he enjoyed the love
and respect of his congregation for the next forty-three years.
He was buried on his seventy-fourth birthday, Good Friday,
1827.
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In his early years as pastor of Charles, Hawker corrected his
erroneous views on the doctrines of grace. He abandoned his
former convictions that a sinner’s salvation depended upon an
act of free will and embraced the Calvinistic doctrines of
salvation by Christ alone, through grace alone.

Hawker reached out to people beyond Charles through his
prolific writing and a variety of religious activities. In 1792 he
was awarded a doctorate of divinity by Edinburgh University
for his Sermons on the Divinity of Christ. In 1797 he accepted
the deputy-chaplaincy of the garrison at Plymouth. In 1802 he
founded The Great Western Society for Dispersing Religious
Tracts among the Poor. In 1813 he established the Corpus
Christi Society, which aimed to provide spiritual and financial
relief to “the body of Christ.”

Meanwhile, Hawker increased in fame and popularity as a
powerful “high Calvinist” preacher. He rejected indiscriminate
gospel offers and invitations on theological grounds, yet was
remarkably winsome in preaching Christ to all. He believed in
“holding up” Christ to all rather than offering him to all. For
many years, he annually visited London where he preached to
crowds in some of the city’s most renowned pulpits and was
much used for the conversion of sinners and the edification of
saints.

Hawker’'s major writings are included in his ten volumes of
works except for 7he Poor Man’s Commentary on the Old and
New Testaments. Other principal books not yet mentioned
include The Poor Man’s Morning and Evening Portion, which
became his most popular work; Sermons on the Divinity and
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Operations of the Holy Spirit; Paraclesis, or Consolations for a
Dying Hour,; Zion's Pilgrim,; The Sailor Pilgrim,; Visits to and
from Jesus upon the most interesting occasions, Lectures on
the Person, Godhead, and Ministry of the Holy Ghost; The
Poor Man’s Concordance and Dictionary to the Sacred
Scriptures; Catechisms and Books for the Use of Children. His
works contain nearly a hundred articles on various subjects,
two volumes of sermons, and a volume of expositions of
“Scripture extracts.”

Hawker lived and died by the doctrines of free grace. On the
day after his seventieth birthday, he wrote:

From the first dawn of the day-spring which from on high
visited me, when the Lord was pleased to bring me into
acquaintance with myself, and to make me know the plague
of my own heart, | have been unlearning what | had before
been studying with so much care—how to recommend myself
by human merit to divine favour. But when the Lord in mercy
took me under his pupilage, he inverted this order of
teaching. | was then led to see more of his ways, and to think
less of my own. And from that hour of matriculation in his
school to the present, | have been learning to get daily out of
love with myself, and in love with Christ. And so it hath
proved, that in the exact ratio in which | have advanced in the
knowledge and love of the Lord, and in the ways of grace, |
have been going back in my estimation of all creature
excellency and creature attainments.

As a daily devotional or in family worship, let these volumes
of Hawker bring the Word of God close to your conscience.
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Above all, pray for the Spirit to apply his writing to you, so
that Christ may increase in you and self may decrease (John
3:30). That, after all, was Hawker’s great goal.

Joel R. Beeke

Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
Grand Rapids, Michigan

10
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Robert Hawker (1753-1827): Zion’s
Warrior

By George Ella

Expository gems

Great Christian writers are often remembered more by their
commentaries than their other works. This is the case with
Matthew Henry, John Gill and Thomas Scott and perhaps
reveals the Christian’s greater longing to have the Word of
God explained to him directly, verse by verse, rather than in
essay, biography or story form. Food for the soul which is cut
and served for immediate digestion is a delight indeed. Robert
Hawker's commentaries provide such a delight. Though
Hawker authored numerous theological works, school text
books, readers and primers, it is to his commentaries that
Christians today still turn. His Poor Man’s Commentary and
Poor Man’s Morning and Evening Portions are still considered
gems of exposition. Indeed, modern booksellers have noticed
that Hawker is increasing in popularity and second-hand
prices are growing with the demand.

Robert studies with a view to becoming a surgeon for
his mother’s and aunts’ sake

Robert Hawker was born on April 13, 1753 in a house near

Mary Steps Church, Exeter where his grandfather, an
Alderman, had practised as a surgeon and where his father

11
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had now taken up that calling. In keeping with the covenant
beliefs of his parents, he was baptised at Mary Steps on the
following May 14. Hawker never knew his father who was
carried off by a disease caught from a patient when his only
surviving child was still a baby. This caused his mother and
two aunts to take special care of little Robert and they made
sure he grew up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,
teaching him to recite, read and write Scripture portions at a
very early age.

Hawker attended the Free Grammar School, learning Greek,
Latin and Hebrew. From his earliest years, he longed to
become a clergyman, composed sermons and preached in
secret but his mother, who had striven to keep up something
of her husband’s practice and worked as a midwife, begged
Hawker to take up his father’s profession. Hawker’s aunts also
felt that he could do the most good for his fellow creatures in
the family profession. Having no heart to disappoint them,
young Hawker was placed under the supervision of an
Alderman White of Plymouth to be trained as a surgeon.

The young surgeon’'s apprentice developed into a most
mischievous imp and did not leave his practical jokes outside
of the church. One day, he smuggled himself into a service
and set off a firework whilst Henry Tanner, the Evangelical
minister, was preaching. Hawker never forgot this silly prank
and when Tanner died, he supported his destitute widow and
published Tanner's memoirs and works on her behalf.

A marriage made in Heaven

12
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Though only nineteen years old, Hawker fell in love with Anne
Rains, a girl of seventeen, whom he married at Charles parish
church on January 6, 1772. Tongues wagged concerning their
youth but the marriage proved of the Lord and the couple
enjoyed over forty-five years of married life until Anne died in
1817, ten years before her husband. Robert and Anne had
eight children, four boys and four girls. Three of the boys
became ministers of the gospel and one a surgeon, three of
the girls married well, Anna, the second eldest daughter,
remained single, caring for her father until his death.

Hawker studied at St. Thomas’s before obtaining a three-year
post as surgeon in the Royal Marines. Stories are told how
Hawker later went abroad with the army and was converted
but John Williams, one of Hawker’s biographers and a convert
of his, claims that most of these stories are quite untrue and
that Hawker never joined the army. He did become an army
chaplain when Vicar of Charles and wrote a book called 7he
Zion's Warrior, or Christian Soldier’s Manual in which army life
was compared to the spiritual life. These facts may have
given rise to the supposition. There are no records of
Hawker’'s conversion and it is probable that he entered the
ministry without a deep awareness of God'’s grace in his life.

Hawker studies for the ministry

Nevertheless, Hawker’s longing to become a minister never
left him and, in May, 1778, feeling he had done his duty to his
mother and though he had a wife and family, he entered
Magdalen Hall, Oxford with a view to be trained for the
ministry. His proficiency in the subjects studied was so great

13
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that the Bishop of Exeter ordained him as deaGod in
September that year. A few weeks later, Hawker was called to
take over the curacy of his home church in Charles where he
stayed forty-nine years until his death in 1827. The first
sermon Hawker preached at Charles was on November 22,
1778, his text being 2 Corinthians 5:20, ‘Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by
us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.’

Hawker kept up his matriculation and occasionally visited
Magdalen for lectures and examinations. He received priest’'s
orders in 1779. He now began to publish his sermons but
complained later that they contained no more knowledge of
the truth than the bats and the moles could have supplied.

Becoming the Vicar of Charles

Two years later, Hawker’s vicar, John Bedford, died. By one of
the strange historical quirks of the Church of England, the
living did not rest in the hands of the congregation but was
under the patronage of the Mayor and corporation and
Hawker, backed by his church, found that a stranger had put
in a claim for the living. Mr White, Hawker’s former employer
was now Mayor and he quickly took Hawker's side so that
when it came to the vote, there was only one ‘nay’ to all the
‘ayes’ and Hawker received the Bishop’s seal to the vicarage
of Charles on May 20, 1784.

A new note now appears in Hawker's preaching. The fine
eloquence and language is still there but it is more suited to
the ears of the ordinary man and there is far more Scripture
in it. Hawker began to teach the children and, instead of

14
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spending his evenings with musical entertainment and card-
playing, he visited the sick, the aged, the spiritual needy and
the poor. He also set hours aside for social prayer and
testimony. His teaching shows that he had obtained a deep
understanding of the covenant of works and the covenant of
grace. We note, too, that Hawker began to invite such people
as William Romaine to preach. At first, Hawker felt he had to
correct Romaine’s ‘unguarded expressions’ but gradually came
to realise that Romaine’s words were pure gospel.. In his
work Visits to and from Jesus, we find Hawker looking back
on his previous thoughts concerning free grace and God’s
sovereign, electing love with dismay, saying:

“How long and how daringly violent did I myself oppose this
glorious truth, which now, through thy grace subduing my
rebellion, and teaching my soul its blessedness, is become my
greatest joy and delight. Lord! thou knowest well, with what
bitterness of a fallen nature, | contended against the
sovereignty of thy grace, in thy free-will election; while in the
very moment audaciously insisting upon my own power in a
free-will ability of serving thee! Oh, what mercy hath been
shown me on the recovery of my soul from a delusion so
awfull”

Opposition from the establishment and dissent alike

Hawker was opposed by Presbyterians, Anglicans and Baptists
alike. The Presbyterian pastor in Charles was a man of ability
who challenged Hawker's credentials as a man of God and his
congregation as a true church. He, himself, preached Socinian
notions enthusiastically so that in 1790 Hawker began to

15
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preach a series on Christ's divinity to protect and instruct his
own flock. Hawker discovered that his preaching on the divine
nature of Christ also angered many an Anglican minister so he
decided to print his sermons for general distribution. So
skilled was his reasoning and so successful was the spread of
true Trinitarianism through the sales of the book that, two
years later, the University of Edinburgh awarded Hawker a
diploma as Doctor of Divinity. It is a tribute to the
understanding of the university that a work that led to the
conversion, edification and education of numerous souls
received such formal acclamation. The Dissenting church
intensified their efforts to de-throne Christ and, under the
leadership of a Mr. Porter, declared themselves to be Arians
and published a Defence of Unitarianism complaining that the
writers of the New Testament were not inspired by God and
had misunderstood Christ. This caused the Evangelical
Magazine to write, “While a Porter disseminates the pernicious
dogmas of Socinianism and infidelity, a Hawker opposes to
him, and with success, the wholesome doctrines of grace and
truth, which came by Jesus Christ.”

Hawker takes on task after task

Next Hawker published a companion volume on the Holy
Spirit and a critigue of rationalism. He founded several
charitable works for the poor and provided for the relief of the
families of soldiers who had died in service or from a fever
which had spread through the Plymouth area. By 1798, he
was busy building an orphanage and a school. He now
preached three times on Sundays besides holding numerous
weekly teaching, prayer and testimony, meetings. He also

16
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preached two or three times a week for the soldiers and
visited the military hospitals, never accepting a penny for his
services. As the military buildings were miles apart, this
witness consumed much of Hawker's time and energy in all
weathers. Hawker also started a work amongst destitute
women who had chosen a life of sin as a means of income.
Sadly, such evangelistic work drew protests from within the
Church of

England and a Cornish minister by the name of Polwhele
campaigned to discredit Hawker. He felt his chance had come
when Hawker journeyed to Falmouth to fetch his daughter
home after a visit and accepted preaching invitations from
three churches on the return journey. Polwhele complained to
the Bishop of Exeter that Hawker was carrying out a ‘Quixotic
expedition’ in his area, teaching blasphemy. Hawker’'s theme
had been the imputation of Christ's righteousness and
Polwhele had protested that if what Hawker preached were
true, in the eyes of God the believer stood as righteous as
Christ Himself because he had been clothed with God’'s own
righteousness! Hawker had expounded Romans 3:22, ‘Even
the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto
all and upon all them that believe,” so Polwhele had faithfully
reproduced Hawker’s teaching. Yet Polwhele’s knowledge of
Scripture was so poor that on hearing this truth, he thought it
was blasphemy! Polwhele also accused Hawker of itinerancy
and neglecting his own flock. Actually Hawker had been
absent from his pulpit only three Sundays in twenty years,
twice due to illness and once when he preached for a friend.
He was the only minister in the whole diocese with such a
record! The good Bishop, the army and marine authorities

17
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and their chaplains all took Hawker's side and ignored
Polwhele’s protests.

Hawker’s literary pilgrimage to Zion

In 1798 Hawker started writing for the Zion’s Trumpet, a
periodical founded by himself and Evangelical friends with a
keen mission to spread the Word, record the work of the Holy
Spirit in the lives of Christians and defend the T7hirty-Nine
Articles. The word ‘Zion’ was to be attached to a number of
Hawker’s works, such as his Zion’s Warrior and Zion’s Pilgrim.
In the latter, a pilgrimage of meditations along the paths
taken by John Bunyan’s hero, Hawker gives us insight into his
own spiritual history, lamenting that he only became a true
pilgrim after he had ‘passed a very considerable portion of
time in the life of man.” On viewing the whirlpool of time that
draws many a sinner into its vortex and drags them doomed
out of a life which ought to have been lived in repentance,
Hawker says, “Can | call to mind the past danger, and the
present deliverance, unmoved with pity over the unthinking
throng, and untouched with gratitude to thee the sole Author
of every mercy? | feel (blessed be the grace that inspires it!)
the rising hymn of thankfulness in my heart, while the tear
drops from my eye: ‘Lord, how is it that thou hast manifested
thyself unto me, and not unto the world!”

Hawker loved to muse on the pages of John Bunyan and John
Milton. Like John Newton and Thomas Scott, he published
notes on the Pilgrim’s Progress and, like William Cowper,
wrote a commentary on Paradise Lost. If we wish to find the
heart of Hawker in his writings, it must be in Zion’s Warrior,

18
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published in 1801. Here he defines the blessings of what it
means to be a soldier of Christ, fighting the good fight with all
his might, clothed in the armour of God. We also find him
bemoaning the times spent as ‘a deserter from the standard
of Christ Jesus.’ It is inspiring, when reading Hawker, to find
him a man of flesh and blood as ourselves, yet one who was
greatly used of Christ to proclaim His righteousness.

Hawker on missionary work

In 1802, we find Hawker distributing free Christian literature
to the poor. He did this under the pompous title of 7he Great
Western Society for Dispersing Religious Tracts Among the
Poor, though he was the sum total of committee members,
their chairman, treasurer, secretary and editor! During this
year Hawker was invited to preach before the London
Missionary Society and preached on 7he Work of the Holy
Ghost essential to give success to all missions for the Gospel
based on Romans 10:14-15. Hawker emphasised this need
because the enormous fund-raising campaigns of the
missionary societies were creating the impression that the
more money raised, the more souls would be saved. He
feared that the work of the Holy Spirit in the soul of a man,
equipping him for the Great Commission was being reduced
to a commercial enterprise that was doomed to waste money
and neglect true soul-winning. Hawker also believed that true
missionary work was church planting, each church having its
own ministers and not to be ruled by an absentee committee
thousands of miles away. Hawker withdrew his L.M.S.
subscription but remained a praying and giving friend to a
number of church-based missionary enterprises and

19
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supported missionaries such as W. B. Johnson at Sierra
Leone, privately. Johnson’'s correspondence with Hawker
reveals, contrary to the modern criticism that the doctrines of
grace cripple evangelism, that preaching such doctrines is
highly successful in converting sinners.

Hawker goes on his first preaching tour

In 1803, after twenty-five years at Charles, Hawker made his
first preaching tour which lasted four weeks. Nowadays
pastors seem happy to spend a month a year on holiday but
Hawker never felt that such luxuries were necessary and
preached twenty-five times on invitation during his month’s
leave of absence. The London ministers were glad to have
Hawker at first as he filled all their pews and also the aisles.
When, however, the doors were broken down by the sheer
weight of the hundreds trying to get in and the masses
outside caused a traffic chaos they began to fear Hawker was
too much of a crowd-drawer for them. Notwithstanding, this
Five-Point man whom many were calling an Antinomian and a
Hyper-Calvinist received invitation after invitation to
evangelise so that he had to plan a similar tour each year for
the rest of his life. Yet modern critics of Hawker’s doctrines
invariably argue that such doctrines destroy evangelism! This
is proof enough that such criticism is merely judgemental, and
has no basis in true Christian experience. One tires nowadays
of hearing the new, doctrinally wishy-washy, Reformed
Establishment tell us that great preachers such as Tobias
Crisp, Richard Davis, John Gill, John Ryland, James Hervey,
William Romaine, Augustus Toplady, William Huntington,
William Gadsby and, of course, Robert Hawker, believed

20
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doctrines that drive away the crowds, when history tells us
that they were the very doctrines and the very people which
drew them in their thousands.

Dealing with the ‘righteous over-much’

Now Hawker worked hard on his penny commentaries for the
poor. Dr Williams says concerning their teaching, “It was said
of two celebrated commentators, Cocceius and Grotius, that
the one found Christ everywhere, and the other nowhere. Dr.
Hawker is of the former school.” One well-bred lawyer,
heartily disagreed with Hawker's testimony and in 1808
published an anonymous pamphlet to show that evangelical
preaching encourages sin as it makes a man rely fully on
Christ so that he does not strive to mend his own
unrighteousness. Christian authors should therefore preach
man-centred moral reformation. Needless to say, Hawker was
soon telling the nameless man that in finding Christ he had
also been taught the lesson of “denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and living soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world.” Seeing a man after his own heart in the
nameless Dbarrister, Polwhele rejoined the opposition,
particularly after he had read Hawker's A Prop Against All
Despair which even brings hope to those who feel they have
sinned beyond all chance of pardon. It soon became obvious
that these men’s fight was not against Hawker but Christ
Himself as they gradually revealed their Unitarian tendencies.
Again, the church authorities and the Christian press stood
fully behind the Vicar of Charles and we can thank God for
such enlightened times.

21
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Christ, our sole perfection

Now aged sixty-five and a widower, Hawker sent his last
volume of his Poor Man’s Commentary to the press. He
professed that he had written the work “to hold up and hold
forth the Lord Jesus Christ as God’'s Christ, and as the sole
perfection of all his people.” This endeavour met with mixed
feelings in the churches. The perfectionist doctrine of
progressive holiness was rampant owing to false teaching
concerning the law and gospel. The believer's gaze was taken
away from the Christ who had clothed him with
righteousness. It was an effort to change fallen Adam into the
New Adam by works of holiness. The folly of the view that the
old man can become purer as the days go by, is well
illustrated by Paul’'s testimony after many years serving the
Lord, ‘I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no
good thing,” (Rom. 7:18). On the other hand, we read of the
new man ‘which after God is created in righteousness and
true holiness.” The believer is created unto good works but
even they do not sanctify him progressively, he is wholly such
already by God'’s grace. Good works are the fruits of holiness
and not their seed. If fruit occurs, then it is a sign that Christ
has made the sinner whole. We are called to mortify the body
but this is not progressive holiness but the testimony and
effects of the sanctified new man in Christ.

The Biblical teaching of the sanctifying work of the
Spirit in the soul of man revived

Hawker revived the Biblical teaching of the sanctifying work of
the Spirit in the soul of man and spent much of his final years
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writing on the Person, Godhead and ministry of the Spirit. He
wrote several works on the Spirit for the needs of the
labouring class but did not neglect their physical needs. He
bought bread in bulk and sold it to the poor at half price. The
Vicar vainly thought that he could preach to the crowds as
they came to buy bread but so great was the rush and
commotion that even his powerful voice could not be heard.
He thus hit on the idea of giving a tract of his composition
with every loaf sold besides a short word of admonition.

Hawker's energies grew with his age as he published one
work after another. The more he published, the more
opposition grew alongside his great popularity. He had a
penetrating effect on ministers who were orthodox on the
outside but nurtured some secret error in their hearts. When
debating with Hawker, their true selves invariably came out,
displaying Socinianism, Sabellianism, Arianism or worse.

The Sonship controversy

The harshest criticism came from those who seemed
doctrinally close to Hawker. He had, for instance, experienced
sweet fellowship with the Old School Particular Baptists who
were one with him on the doctrines of atonement, election,
imputed righteousness, justification and sanctification.
Unexpectedly, however, John Stevens of York Street Chapel,
London, who had done tremendous work for the gospel, and
was currently protecting his churches from the onslaught of
Grotianism and New Divinity teaching, attacked Hawker
furiously, not only for being a member of the Church of
England but for not believing in the pre-existence of Christ
before the incarnation. The accusation was ludicrous and the
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charge rebounded on Stevens who had to give a reason for
his bizarre claim. It turned out, under scrutiny, that Stevens
believed that Christ already possessed a human sou/ before
His birth and merely took on Himself a human body at the
incarnation. This hypothesis, of course, Hawker questioned
and asked Stevens for Biblical proof. Stevens, arguing from
Revelation 3:14, stepped full-scale into Arianism by stating
that Christ was the first of God’s creation, mistaking Christ’s
office as the origin and author of creation for his being a
created person. Hawker had no difficulty in demonstrating
that the idea that Christ was created as a soul before time
and as a body in time was quite unscriptural.

Hastening with joy beyond the boundaries of time

Still writing and preaching powerfully at seventy-three,
Hawker was obviously thinking more about leaving this world
than the time spent in it. As two of his children and three of
his grandchildren died shortly after one another, he longed for
the Lord to speed on the chariot. The first signs that the
chariot was ready came in 1826. On the first Sunday of the
year, Hawker preached on Isaiah 3:10, ‘Say ye to the
righteous, it shall be well with him’. After the service, Hawker
was stricken with inflammation of the lungs and spent twelve
weeks as an invalid. He strove to preach on March 25 but
realised that his strength was failing and was ill for a further
eighteen weeks after which he stood before his congregation
again to tell them that his last days were his best days. In his
preface to a new work on the Holy Spirit, he confessed that
he was “fast hastening towards the boundary of time . . . with
more joy than they who watch for the morning.—For | know
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whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to
keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.’
Like the church of old, I can and do say, ‘make haste, my
beloved, until the day break and the shadows flee away.”
Hawker’s condition deteriorated and he continually vomited
blood, so his daughter took him to Totness for a change of
air. Though very weak, Hawker testified, “My soul is overfilled
with joy; my spirit hath not room for its enjoyment; I am full
of glory.” As his condition worsened, Hawker asked to be
taken home to die. Immediately on reaching home, he called
his family together and gave them his departing blessing,
expounding Ephesians 1:6-12. After this, Hawker laid his head
on his eldest daughter’s shoulder and his other children took
his hands in theirs. He seemed to drop soundly to sleep.
There were no physical signs of any kind that ushered in the
silent hand of death. It took some time before the loving
children realised that their father had fallen asleep in Jesus.
As John Kent described the scene:

Death was to him as harmless as a dove,
While floods of glory overwhelm’d his soul.

A brief look at Hawker’s works

Perhaps the reader will not be averse to reading a review |
wrote shortly after the publication of the above in New Focus
under the title Hawker's Guidebooks to Zion: Genesis 33.:12.
It was written as | was very conscious of the growing demand
for Hawker’'s works and the fact that they were now available
in an inexpensive edition:
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Robert Hawker (1753-1827) combined sound Biblical doctrine
with intense evangelistic fervour. Wherever he ministered,
crowds longing to hear the Word of Life thronged to hear him.
Hawker preached with great feeling and compassion because
he knew that his labour was not in vain and God’s Word never
failed in its purpose. Some years ago, longing for more of
Hawker's works, | approached an international ‘Christian’
bookseller who had a complete set for sale. His price would
have rigged me out with a complete computer system so my
fond idea was dropped. Then | heard from a friend who had
actually been given a set. How envious | was! But the
circumstances of the gift made me wonder what the Christian
world is coming to. A certain denominational library had once
treasured their set of Hawker’'s works but now they felt the
books were an embarrassment to them; indeed dangerous for
their modern-minded readers so they gave the gospel-bearing
books away! The library’s action is symptomatic of the
present down-grading of sound gospel principles which once
led thousands to Christ and were held in honour by
eighteenth and nineteenth century Trinitarian denominations.

These thoughts led to my New Focus article on Robert
Hawker: Zion'’s Warrior. When | received issue No. 05, | was
overjoyed to see a Gospel Standard advertisement adjacent to
my article listing Triangle Press reprints of Hawker at £2.75—
£3.45 per volume. | immediately sent off my order and the
books arrived speedily and what a blessing they proved to be!

This article is more a recommendation than a review as

twelve volumes have now been published which hardly allows
for a detailed analysis. First | delved into Hawker's 7he
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Divinity of Christ and the Divinity and Operation of the Holy
Ghost, bearing in mind modern erroneous teaching featuring
a Godhead halting between two opinions on salvation and the
inane idea that the Spirit breathes contradiction and
contention into the Scriptures.' In arguing for dissension
within the Trinity concerning man’s salvation and a breach in
the logical harmony of Scripture in bringing this salvation
home to the sinner, such writers are tearing the churches
apart and actually boasting that such disunity fosters church
growth! What has Hawker to say to these modern contenders
for forked paths to heaven? His readers will find that his
message is a God-given antidote to this modern plague.

Hawker was confronted with the very same heresy in his day.
This prompted him to write on the Trinity. His opponents left
the field with their tails between their legs, doing the only
honest thing they could. They became Unitarians. This is why
it is of the utmost importance that Hawker is read once more.
As God's watchman and Zion’s Warrior, he has proved his
value in showing how gospel truths prevail. It will be sad to
see modern tension and paradox preachers joining the
Unitarians, but as their views of Christ and Scriptures are so
low, they will feel more at home there and leave true religion
to get on with its true work. Read Hawker on the unity of the
Godhead as displayed in the salvation of His people. It will not
only thrill your heart and soul but equip you for proclaiming
the truth and combating error. If you are a child of God, it will
certainly make a convinced Trinitarian of you.

l See especially David Gay’s Preaching the Gospel to Sinners: 2, Banner of Truth, Issue 371-372
and his review of Iain Murray’s Spurgeon v. Hyper-Calvinism, ET, August, 1996, p. 19. These articles
laid bare the tendency to Socinianism in the British evangelical establishment and pioneered the
negative re-evaluation of Spurgeon spreading through the churches which is doing nobody any good.
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Coefficient to the work of the triune Unity is the operation of
the Holy Spirit in rendering the work of salvation effectual in
the application of what the Father has wrought out in His Son,
regenerating corrupt and fallen sinners. Indeed, Hawker
argues that it is through the unity of the Spirit-breathed Word
that the sinner sees the unity of God’'s nature in preparing
salvation for him and the unity of the triune action in
effectually redeeming him. Hawker argues that if such a work
had been referred to in a Bible of irreconcilable, conflicting
passages, and had not the unity of action been insisted on in
every part of God’'s Word, then some apology might be made
for the incredibility of mankind respecting it. However, as the
Scriptures refer to the work of the Father Son and Holy Ghost
in their joint and uniting enterprise of saving sinners and as
thousands can testify to being born of God through this work,
we see how trustworthy is the entire testimony of the
revealed Word and the folly of men striving to find
disharmony in the word via a reasoning which is in
disharmony with God.

Union and Communion with Christ was written to prepare
believers for the communion service and deals with the
believer's standing in Christ. Christ is the Vine and we are its
branches, He is the Head and we the body. Together we form
a holy Temple and are members of one with another as the
Bride of Christ and the family of God. | have rarely
experienced the mysterious union we have with our Lord from
eternity to eternity so sublimely taught as in this gem of a
book. Hawker’s advice on how to be assured of the unity one
enjoys in Christ is pastoral care at its very best.
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Hawker lays great stress on prayer and in his Prop Against All
Despair, the writer coaches the believer lovingly through the
most difficult of Christian exercises but perhaps the most
rewarding. Hawker shows how prayer in the Spirit opens
Heaven’'s doors. Few books have blessed their readers as
Hawker’'s Zion’s Pilgrim, The Sailor Pilgrim and Zjon’s Warrior.
To believe that one is a stranger and pilgrim on earth but
marching onwards to Zion is not just the theme of a revival
hymn but the teaching of Scripture and the experience of
every believer. Hawker shows in these works how the path
upwards is strewn with grace, mercy and love from beginning
to end. There is much personal testimony given here and |
was left with the assurance that God had strengthened my
weak faith by my following Hawker’s advice on how to keep
on Zion’s true track. Hawker’'s testimony is so strong that,
whilst reading, | actually imagined myself going on the way
arm in arm with this great saint, feeling all the better for his
company. Few books have such an effect on me.

Hawker was not only a parish pastor but a chaplain to the
forces stationed at Plymouth and his book Compassion for the
Sick and Sorrowing is based on a harrowing experience he
had. Ship after ship entered the port full of troops dying of
the fever and Hawker and his church did all they could to
relieve them, converting barns into hospitals, but a thousand
men died during the three months run of the epidemic.
Though Hawker had a heavy schedule in his parish, he spent
hours each day comforting the dying and burying the dead.
Anyone terminally ill without knowing whether they are bound
for Zion or anyone wishing to help the dying over the
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threshold of death should read this book as there is not a
theoretical word in it but sheer practical experience and
genuine comfort from cover to cover.

The above works show Hawker at his desk and in his pastoral
work, his two volumes of Village Sermons and Sermons on
Important Subjects reveal his faithfulness in the pulpit. The
words contained in Hawker's memorial tablet sum up
Hawker’s prowess as a preacher: ‘The elegancy yet simplicity
of diction, the liveliness and brilliancy of imagination, the
perspicuity and vigour of thought, the depth and compass of
Christian knowledge and experience, with which he was
talented and blest, are still extant in his sermons.’

Hawker was a didactically gifted man and improved the
quality of Christian education greatly. As a school text-book
author and curriculum writer, | approached Hawker’s
Catechism for Children with what we might call ‘professional
interest.” Though the Herdelberg Catechism is prescribed in
our schools (North-Rhine Westphalia), it is little used because
of its ancient language. Hawker's language should be no
problem for modern English-speaking children over the age of
eleven or so and the book would still make an excellent
addition to Scripture lessons and family worship. Some
Christians object to ‘putting words into children’s mouths’ in
catechetical work but have no objection to their children
learning parts in plays and singing songs and hymns learnt off
by heart. Hawker's questions and answers are Scriptural
throughout and as Scripture is the language that tunes the
heart to God, Christians should surely not cavil at this means
of evangelising their children. Furthermore, Hawker’s
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catechism provides pupils with a thorough knowledge of the
history of the Jews as also a detailed knowledge of the two
Testaments and the way of salvation. The Great Commission
compels us to make this way known to all mankind, especially
to children.

I cannot recommend these soul-saving and edifying works
enough. The modern equivalent of a widow’s mite is sufficient
to purchase a single volume, but the spiritual value of each
book is so enormous that it stretches from here to Heaven.

Taken from Mountain Movers —Champions of the Faith

(pp 347-362), George M. Ella, GO Publications, The Cairn, Hill
Top, Eggleston, CO Durham, DL120AU, England 1999
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

Matthew

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

ONE general observation will meet the Reader, at his
entrance, on all the four Books of the Evangelists: namely,
that they are directed to one and the same interesting
subject. They form a corresponding harmony and agreement,
in giving the history of the blessed JESUS. And they form
therefore, when taken together, the whole of those inspired
records, which God the Holy GHOST hath thought proper to
give to the Church, concerning the Person, Life, Ministry,
Miracles, Discourses, Death, Resurrection, Ascension, and
unchanging Priesthood of the Almighty Savior of the world,
whom truly to know is life eternal.

The word Gospel is borrowed from the Saxons, the early
inhabitants of this island. They were accustomed to call our
holy faith by this name. And hence, it is probable, that it hath
been ever since distinguished by this title But perhaps it was
not always pronounced, as we are now accustomed to do, by
the name Gospel/; but rather God’s-spell, meaning God's
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blessing. And surely, it is in the highest and fullest sense of
the word, the greatest blessing which ever the LORD
JEHOVAH bestowed upon mankind, in the gospel of salvation,
by God’s dear SON.

In the present acceptation of the word Gospel, is meant glad
tidings; great joy to all people. And in this sense also it must
be allowed, that Christ and his salvation is the most joyful
tidings which were ever proclaimed to sinful, dying men. So
much so, that one of the Prophets declared the very feet of
them who were sent to preach it, were beautiful. Isaiah 52:7.
Nay, angels themselves, as if earnest to become the first
heralds of such blissful tidings to a lost world, hastened to
come down upon the earth the moment the news brake out in
heaven, and in a multitude together sung the song of
redemption: Glory (said they) to God /n the highest, and on
earth peace,; good will toward men. Luke 2:10-14.

The Gospel, according to St. Matthew, opens with the
genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the time of Joseph his
reputed father; as that of the Evangelist Luke, traces the
pedigree in the line of the Virgin Mary. And Matthew, carries
on the history of CHRIST through the whole of our LORD’'S
continuance upon earth; including a period of about three and
thirty years and half. But the exercise of CHRIST'S ministry
did not exceed three years and half. Luke 3:23.

The name of Matthew, or Matthai, signifies a gift, or a thing
given. And this was not an unsuitable name for this
Evangelist, for he might be truly said to be given to CHRIST.
And thus the LORD Jesus speaks of his people, to whom he
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manifested his FATHER'S name, that they were the men
whom lie had g/ven him out of the world. Of such, JESUS
said, that all whom the FATHER had g/ven him, must come to
him; and him that came, he would in no wise cast out. John
17:6, 9, compared with John 6:37. But besides this name of
Matthew, he was also called Levi. Luke 5:27. And this double
name seems to decide, that though a publican by office, yet
was Matthew a Jew by birth. For it was common with the
children of Israel to give two names to their children; but not
so generally with other nations. The history of Matthew, and
his wonderful conversion, will meet the Reader in its proper
place. I only here detain him in those general observations, to
remark, that as a Son of Abraham, his engaging in the odious
calling of a tax-\gatherer for the Romans, which they called a
Publican, and which the children of Israel considered as
oppressive, must have been the more intolerable to them
when performed by any of the seed of Abraham.

The Gospel of Matthew is supposed by some, to have been
written as early as within eight years after our LORD’S
ascension. But others place it at a later period, even fo fifteen
years. However, in either case, supposing the latest of the
two, it may serve to teach us how graciously GOD the HOLY
GHOST watched over the Church, that before that generation
was passed away; among whom the wonderful actions of the
LORD JESUS had been wrought; the records were made for
the benefit of all succeeding ages of the Church, to the
consummation of all things.

I shall make no further observations in a way of preliminary to
the Gospel of St. Matthew, but proceed with the Reader to,

35



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

the perusal of the Gospel itself: praying only, that the
gracious LORD who called Matthew from the receipt of
Custom, may, by the ministry of his writings, call many from
darkness to light, and from tire power of Sin and Satan to tire
living GOD. And, if the LORD will condescend to make this
Poor Man’s Commentary upon it useful to the blessed
purpose, that both Reader and Writer may find the unction of
the HOLY GHOST upon it, as they prosecute the delightful
subject: may they be enabled to invite the LORD JESUS to
their houses and hearts, as this Evangelist did; and call many
Publicans and Sinners to sit down to the holy feast with JESUS
and his disciples; that many, many may be the partakers of
this glorious Gospel of the ever blessed God.

CHAPTER 1.
CONTENTS

The Gospel opens with the relation of the genealogy of Christ
after the flesh. We have an account of the miraculous
conception: CHRIST'S birth and name.

(MATTHEW 1:1)
*The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
Son of Abraham.

There is somewhat very striking and particular in this opening
of the Gospel. The Old Testament begins with the account of
the Creation. The New Testament begins with the account of
Him, by whom all things were created. Heb. 1:1, 2. The great
design of this pedigree concerning CHRIST after the flesh, is
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to prove Christ’s lineal descent from Abraham. For unless this
be proved, the evidence that Christ is the promised seed,
would be wanting. For to Abraham and his seed were the
promises made. He saith not to seeds as of many, but as of
one, and to thy seed which /s CHRIST. Compare Gal. 3:16.
with Gen. 12:3. and Gen. 22:18. Hence, therefore, the
importance of this pedigree is evident. And the correctness of
the one here given, is striking | beg the Reader to observe it
with a suitableness equal to its consequence. Perhaps it were
a thing impossible in any other instance, but in the genealogy
of Christ, to find among all the pedigrees of the Jews, from
the days of our LORD to this hour, a correct genealogy of any
one house, or tribe, or family, even for fourteen generations
together: whereas in this of CHRIST, we have three times
fourteen. What can more decidedly manifest the overruling
providence and watchfulness of God!

(MATTHEW 1:2-16)

*“Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat
Judas and his brethren; (3) And Judas begat Phares and Zara of
Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; (4)
And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and
Naasson begat Salmon; (5) And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab;
and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; (6) And
Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of
her that had been the wife of Urias; (7) And Solomon begat
Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; (8) And
Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat
Ozias; (9) And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz;
and Achaz begat Ezekias; (Z0) And Ezekias begat Manasses; and
Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; (Z12) And Josias
begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were
carried away to Babylon: (Z2) And after they were brought to
Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;
(13) And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and
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Eliakim begat Azor; (Z4) And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat
Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; (Z5) And Eliud begat Eleazar; and
Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; (Z6) And Jacob
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who
is called Christ.”

There would be nothing particularly necessary for me to
detain the Reader with in going over this pedigree of names,
more than to mark the correctness, if the mere pedigree was
all But there is somewhat more worth noticing in this
genealogy: and | venture to believe, that God the Holy Ghost
did intend that the Church should make other observations
upon the record here given, and therefore | beg to point them
out as they strike me.

In the first place, | desire the Reader not to overlook the
pointed reference in every name here mentioned to the Lord
Jesus Christ. Abraham had many sons beside /saac, but none
are noticed but him. And the reason is plain. The promise in
the charter of grace was, /n /saac shall thy seed be called.
And hence to all the other Sons of Abraham, the [Ishmaels,
and the Esaus, of every generation, there is no respect. Amos
3:2.

Secondly, In this pedigree we find many of the characters
whose lives gave evident proof, that though by nature they
were in the ancestry of CHRIST, yet in grace they had no
relation to him. Not to enter into many particular proofs, it
may be observed, that Roboam, (or Rehoboam,) Abia, and
Jechonias, are marked in Scripture under peculiar tokens of
divine displeasure. 1 Kings 12:15. 1 Kings 15:3. Kings 24:9.
Jerem. 22:24, &c. Now the Reader ought to make due
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remarks upon these circumstances, in proof that grace is not
hereditary. It descends not from father to son. Yea, on the
contrary we are told, that they which are sons of God, are
born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God. John 1:12, 13. And what a sweet thought to
a child of God is the consideration, that from our union with
CHRIST, as it was with the LORD JESUS when upon earth; so
will it be with his people in heaven: Whosoever (said Jesus)
shall do the will of my FATHER which is in heaven, the same
/s my brother, and sister, and mother! Matt. 12:50.

Thirdly. 1t is remarkable in this pedigree of the Lord Jesus
that there are four names recorded in the female line; and
three of them, in point of moral characters, are spoken of as
exceptionable. 7hamar is she with whom Judas committed
incest. Gen. 38:13. to the end. Rachab (or Rahab) the harlot.
Joshua 2:1. Heb 11.31. James 2:25. And Bathsheba, with
whom David committed adultery. 2 Sam. 11:3,4. Let the
Reader pause over this view. We know that CHRIST was
made sin for us, who knew no sin. And he was also made a
curse for us. And he was made in the likeness of sinful flesh.
See 2 Cor. 5:21. Gal. 3:13. Rom. 8:3. All these things are
explained to us in the Causes and reasons for the wonderful
appointment. But was it needful also, that his holy, spotless
nature should come through such channels of sin, and
uncleanness? Was it absolutely necessary that He who was
separate from sinners, and. made higher than the heavens,
should be thus manifested to his Church by such ancestry?
Reader! Ponder well the subject! And do not overlook in it the
unequalled humility of the SON of God!
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Fourthly. 1 beg to detain the Reader with one observation
more on this pedigree of JESUS. We find Rahab and Ruth, in
this genealogy of CHRIST. Now both these women were
Gentiles. Rahab, of Jericho, and Ruth, of Moab. And yet are
here incorporated with Israel, and from this union after the
flesh CHRIST came. Was this to show, that though with Israel
was deposited the promises, yet the Church of JESUS should
be made of both Jew and Gentile? And, as in after ages, when
redemption-work was finished, and the middle wall of
partition taken down, both should be brought into one fold;
yet before all this, yea, before the coming of Christ, the
alliance of JESUS with his Gentile Church, as well as with the
Jewish, should be shown and proved by such an union as
CHRIST after the flesh, arising out of both? Reader! Ponder
this well also, for it is blessed. See Isaiah 49:6. Gal. 3:28.

(MATTHEW 1:17)

*So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen
generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon
are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into
Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

I think it more than probable, that the HOLY GHOST had
some object in view in the division made of the three equal
proportions of fourteen generations, in this genealogy of
CHRIST. But though I am inclined to this opinion, yet | am
free to confess | cannot explain it. But surely God the SPIRIT
must have watched over those records with peculiar regard,
or they could not but have been lost during the wars of
Canaan, and the captivity in Babylon, which followed. And the
correctness of this genealogy by Matthew, is striking. For the
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Targum is in perfect correspondence with it, only with this
difference, and which is yet worthy of more particular regard,
for that difference; namely, that while both the Targum, and
Matthew, make the number of the generations from
Zerubbabel fourteen: the Targum call the last Anani, saying at
the same time, “this is the King Messiah, who is to be
revealed.” And this is worthy of the greater attention, in that
as the Targum is supposed to have began in the days of Ezra;
therefore the Messiah, according to their own tradition, must
have been long since. So that here is an additional evidence,
(if it were needed,) to all the cloud of witnesses with which.
we are encompassed, to the truth as it is in JESUS.

(MATTHEW 1:18)

*Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together,
she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

The subject of the miraculous conception, here intimated,
being in itself so highly momentous, | would beg the Reader
to attend to it with an affection equal to its vast importance.
For this once admitted, brings up after it the glorious doctrine
of the Atonement, with all the blessings connected with
redemption. Let us consider therefore the subject particularly.

The expression here, used respecting the miraculous
conception, is most striking indeed. The birth of JESUS
CHRIST was on this wise: Mary was found with child of the
HOLY GHOST. And the parallel passage in Luke is to the same
amount. The HOLY GHOST shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. Luke 1:35.
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Hence it must undeniably follow, that the conception was
without the intervention of an human father, and wrought by
the express work of God the Holy GHOST. And, as if to
confirm this still more, the Angel further declared, that what
was conceived in the womb of the, Virgin Mary, was of the
HOLY GHOST. Verse 20. So much then in proof of the agency
of GOD the HOLY GHOST.

Let us next enquire, what Scripture speaketh further of divine
agency on this wonderful subject. That God the FATHER had
an in this great work, is as plainly declared by CHRIST himself
under the spirit of prophecy. For, speaking to the FATHER of
the inefficacy in all sacrifices to take away sin, and making a
voluntary offer of himself, JESUS saith, A body hast thou
prepared me. Compare Ps. 40:6. with Heb. 10:5. And
elsewhere, speaking still in the spirit of prophecy, CHRIST
saith, 7hou hast covered me In my mothers womb. | am
fearfully and wonderfully made: when | was made in secret,
and curiously wrought on the lowest parts of the earth, that
is, the dark chamber of his mother's womb. Ps. 129:13, 14,
15.

Hence, therefore, in the agency of God the FATHER, which is
here most plainly shown, added to what we before noticed of
the work of GOD the HOLY GHOST, every thing most
decidedly proves, that the conception was wholly miraculous.

Let us next call into our view what the Scriptures relate
concerning Mary. That she was what the Jews called A/mah,
that is, a pure virgin, will never be questioned by those who
believe the word of God. And therefore | shall not think it at

42



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

all necessary to dwell upon it. But, what I wish chiefly to have
impressed upon the Reader’'s mind, respecting the part Mary
bore in the miraculous conception, is this, that no taint of our
corrupt nature was taken into the act. The promise at the fall
was, the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head.
And therefore CHRIST, to fulfil this promise, must be of the
seed of the woman. By his incarnation in her womb, lie fully
proved this. But then this incarnation being without an
human, father, And accomplished wholly by the work of both
God the FATHER and God the HOLY GHOST; the mere act of
conception was all which Mary bore in the great deed. And as
this conception was not by generation, in the ordinary way, so
there was nothing in it that could pollute or defile. The angel’s
message to Joseph, most clearly shows this: fear not, said he,
to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which /s conceived in
her is of the HOLY Ghost.

And | desire the Reader to consider the subject yet further,
for it is a point never to be lost sight of on this occasion.
CHRIST is nowhere said in the scripture to be begotten of a
woman, but made of a woman. God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman. Gal. 4:4. And who was the maker but GOD the
FATHER? A body base thou prepared me. And who wrought
upon the body of the Virgin Mary but GoD the HOLY Ghost?
The HOLY GHOST shall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee. Now mark what follows.
Therefore also that HOLY THING which shalt be born of thee,
shall be called the SON of GOD. So that it was not man
generating, but God the HOLY Ghost overshadowing. Had
Mary’s conception been by the act of generation by man, no
doubt but the same taint of sin must have followed, as follows
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all the generations of our race. Then, (as David said of his
mother, and we may all say of ours,) /in sin did my mother
conceive me. Ps. 51:5. But the Virgin's womb became only
the sacred chamber of formation; whereas CHRIST saith, he
was fearfully and wonderfully made. And her conception was
of that pure and Aoly Thing as the angel called CHRIST, being
wrought by the HOLY Ghost, which was #holy, harmless,
undefiled; separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens. And hence was fulfilled that which the Prophet was
appointed to foretell. 7he LORD hath created a new thing in
the earth, a woman shall compass man Jerem. 31:22. Hence
Christ also is called the second man, the LORD from heaven.
1 Cor. 15:47.

If 1 have succeeded in stating the scripture account of this
most sublime subject, in terms sufficiently plain to be
understood by the Reader of my Poor Man’s Commentary; |
shall hope, under divine teaching, that the Reader will not
only henceforth be led to form proper and just apprehensions
of the miraculous conception; but also be taught to connect
with it the great and glorious doctrine of the atonement,
which immediately follows. For wherefore was this miraculous
conception of Mary, and this holy incarnation of CHRIST, but
for the express purpose to make his soul an offering for sin?
And wherefore this Offering for sin, but fo do away sin by the
sacrifice of himself? And now the Lord Jesus CHRIST, having
by that one offering of himself, once offered, f#inished
transgression, made an end of sin, made reconciliation for
iniquity, and brought in an everlasting righteousness: this
righteousness is to all, and upon all, that believe: or by that
one offering of himself once offered, he hath perfected for
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ever them that are sanctified. See Dan. 9:24. Rom. 3:21, Heb.
10:14.

(MATTHEW 1:19)
*Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to
make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.

For the better apprehension of what is here said, it should be
remembered, that it was the custom among the Jews to
betroth, or make engagements for future marriages, before
that any intention was formed of the time when the nuptials
were to be consummated. sometimes those betrothings were
made years before the parties came together Yea, Jewish
parents sometimes contracted for their children, before, the
young persons had any knowledge of, and much less a
predilection for, each other. Hence, in case afterwards
matters arose-of difference, there was a law made for
disannulling. See Deut. 22:23, 24, and Deut. 24:1, &06. Such
was the case of Joseph and Mary. They were but betrothed to
each other, though Mary is here called His wife. So that the
miraculous conception took place before that they came
together. Joseph is here represented as deliberating how to
act on the Occasion. And it must be confessed, that it affords
an amiable picture-of his mind.

(MATTHEW 1:20-21)

*But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. (21) And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save
his people from their sins.
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It is very probable that this was the same angel which
announced to Mary the first tidings of her miraculous
impregnation. And the Church bath found cause to bless the
LORD for his ministry. For without it we should not have had
ability to have formed suitable And becoming conceptions,
equal to what, under grace, we are meow enabled to do, of
an event in which we are so highly concerned. See Luke 1:26,
&c.

I detain the Reader at this scripture, while observing the
name of our adorable Lord, and the reason assigned by the
angel, wherefore He is called JESUS, just to, remark, what a
precious name it hath been in all ages of the Church; it still is,
and will be through all eternity. It is the same name, in point
of significancy, as that of Joshua, or Hoshea, both meaning a
Savior. One of the old writers bath made a very sweet and
comprehensive sense of it, where he said, “In the name of
JESUS, the whole of the Gospel is hid: for it is the light, the
food, the medicine, yea, the very life of the soul.” And if the
Reader also makes his full remark upon the angel’s words, he
will say the same. Thou shalt call his name Jesus! Wherefore?
It is immediately answered. For he shall save his people from
their sins. Now observe the beauty and blessedness of those
expressions. Jesus. had a people then, even before his
incarnation. And it was known, that this people would be
sinners. And a provision was therefore made, in the grace of
God, for their recovery, even before they had a being. And
the very office of JESUS, is to save them from their sins. Yea,
the very reason why he is called JESUS, is on this account.
Precious LORD JESUS! I would say, Oh give thy people grace

46



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

to see thee, and to know thee, in this most blessed name,
and never to hear this sweet name, or to call upon thee by it,
without connecting with it the angel's words. Thou shalt call
his name JESUS; for lie shall save his people from their sins,
See Gen. 22:8-18. Psm. 72:17. Isaiah 7:14. Jerem. 23:6. Dan.
9:24. Acts 4:12. Heb. 7:25.

(MATTHEW 1:22-23)

*Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, (23) Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

It is always blessed when we are enabled by the Spirit’s
teaching, to find out the beautiful correspondence between
one scripture and another, upon the same subject; for thee
we behold how one explains the other. Thus, as in this
instance. The Prophet Isaiah, more than seven hundred years
before the coming of Christ, declared the miraculous
impregnation of a virgin: and at the same time told what the
name of the son she should conceive and bring forth, should
be called, in proof of the mysterious union of his nature, of
GOD and man, in one person. See lIsaiah 7:14. Now here the
event is accomplished, and the Evangelist refers back to that
scripture in  proof. Think, Reader, of the wonderful
correspondence! Who but GOD could have foretold? What
power less than God, could have brought it to pass ? And |
beg the Reader to remark yet further; every thing in the
prediction was mysterious. That a virgin should conceive ; and
that a virgin should bring forth a Son. For the mysterious part
was that she continued in both still a virgin. For there would
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have been nothing mysterious or uncommon, that a virgin
should conceive, if the ordinary means for conception had
been used. But the very prophecy implied what the fact
proved, that it was without human means the virgin
conceived; and when she brought forth her son, still she
remained a virgin. And hence the grand infinite importance of
the whole design; to accomplish redemption. And here | beg
the Reader to ponder well the subject, and then let him with
me humbly enquire, (fur I do not presume to speak decidedly
upon the subject) was not all this preached by the Holy
GHosT to the Church, in that law of Moses: Whatsoever
openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man
and beast, it is mine. Exod. 13:2. | humbly ask this question;
was not this preaching CHRIST, at every birth of the first-
born? And was not this law enjoined wholly on CHRIST's
account? See then, Reader, if so, how JEHOVAH had an eye
all along to this one great and glorious event. And then think,
how precious the event of CHRIST'S incarnation ought to be
in our eye! But | beg to make one observation more on this
interesting passage. Though the LORD commanded the first-
born, both of man and beast, to be sanctified to him, as a
type of JEsus; yet, strictly and properly speaking, the opening
of the womb at the birth cannot be called the first opening,
either in man or beast. This must have taken place before.
But, in the instance of Christ, and him only, it was strictly anti
properly so. He, and he alone, opened the womb. So that
here, as in all other points, Jesus must have the Dpie-
eminence. The types of Him could come no nearer in
resemblance, than what is said of them. But CHRIST,
miraculously conceived And miraculously born, truly and
properly, in both acts, conception and birth, opened the
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womb of the virgin; as in the great work of redemption
afterwards by his resurrection, he opened the womb of the
earth. So that it was CHRIST, and CHRIST only, of whom
JEHOVAH spake in all those scriptures, which declared, that
whatsoever opened the womb, should be sanctified to the
Lord. Hence He, and He only, became the true Nazarite to
GOD. Oh! what beauties are there in the scriptures of our
GOD! And what sweet, soul satisfying evidences do they bring
with them, at the same time of the truth of our most holy
faith. Reader! | pray you to be very cheery of them, in the
present day of rebuke and blasphemy; and beg of GOD the
HOLY GHosT, to enable you to bind them as frontlets
between your eyes. They are always precious to a believer.
And they will be eminently so, if I greatly mistake not, to the
rising generation, in proportion as those glorious truths, in
this land, will be less amid less regarded. See John 17:19.
Luke 1:35. Levit. 27:26. Numb. 3:13. Luke 2:23, &c. Luke 18:
8.

(MATTHEW 1:24-25)

*Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord
had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: (25) And knew her
not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his
name JESUS.

There is a great sweetness and modesty in the original word,
for knowing her not. And the chastity of scripture language, is
ever to be admired and esteemed. How much it teacheth a
chastity of conversation among the people of God ; even,
when necessity at any time constrains us to speak of what
relates to the present infirmities of our poor fallen nature.—
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.When it is said, that .Mary continued in the single state unto
the birth of Christ; it saith no more than what the prophecy
declared. A virgin was to conceive, and a virgin bring forth a
son. This was literally accomplished. So that no question
should arise concerning the chastity of the virgin, until the
birth of ChRIST was accomplished. Very much bath been both
said and written, in respect to the cohabitation of Mary with
Joseph, after the birth of CHRIST. But the scriptures are
wholly silent upon the subject. And therefore it becomes the
Church of GOD to be silent also. Whether Mary did, or (did
not, continue in a single state, is no article of faith. All the
after events of her life were to herself; and not to the Church.
And it should seem, from the words of the Lord Jesus to her,
at the marriage feast in (Jana of Galilee, as if the Lord would
discourage his people from ascribing unsuitable honors to the
virgin. Though she was declared by the angel to be highly
favored and blessed among women, iii being singled out for
the high honor in the miraculous conception; yet, in all other
points, Mary stood upon the same footing with every child of
GOD in the Covenant. And that Mary herself considered it as
such, and looked for salvation, as all others of the redeemed
do, in and by CHRIST, is evident from the song she sung
upon the occasion: Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
LORD, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my SAVIOR. Luke
1:46, 4-7, &c.

REFLECTIONS

PAUSE, Reader! at this opening of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
the SON of GOD; and while beholding the relation of the
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pedigree of CHRIST, after the flesh, who was made not after
time genealogy of a carnal commandment, but after the
power of an endless life; well may we both cry out, with the
astonishment of the Prophet, Who shall declare his
generation? Oh! for grace to discover the wonderful
relationship between Christ and his people; and to exult with
the Church, in the glorious truth: Unto us a child is born. unto
us a son Is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and he shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor; the
Mighty GOD; time Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace!

And, Reader! as we have both such abundant cause, so let us
seek from the Lord all suited grace, to bless him for the
discovery here made; how the human nature of Christ was
produced, by the body which GOD the FATHER prepared him;
and by the overshadowing power of GOD the Holy Ghost, by
which. he was conceived in the womb of the virgin. Let us
both bless God for the gracious revelations of this stupendous
event; whereby the necessity of atonement, and the infinite
importance of it, is most fully shown. And oh! thou dear Lord
Jesus; never, never,. may any of the children lose sight of
thine infinite condescension, who, though in the form of God,
and with whom it was no robbery to be equal with GOD : yet
didst thou make thyself of no reputation, and took upon thee
the form of a servant, and was found in fashion as a man,
and didst humble thyself even to the death of the cross!

Lord Jesus! give us to know thee, to love thee, to delight in
thee, by every endearing name, and office, and character, in
which thou standest revealed to thy people. Thou art indeed
Emmanuel; GOD with us; God in us; GOD for us! Thou art
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JEHOVAH our righteousness. Thou art indeed JESUS, for in
that sweet name is comprehended every other. And what
endears it yet more to our hearts, thou hast commanded us
to call thee so; For in this blessed scripture it is said, 7hou

shalt call his name JESUS; for lie shall save his people from
their sins. Amen.
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CHAPTER 2

CONTENTS

We have here related to us the birth of Christ; the visit of the
Wise Men from the East, led by a star to worship him, the
consternation induced in the minds of Herod, and the whole
city of Jerusalem, at the event of Christ's birth, the ministry of
an angel to Joseph, and the flight of Joseph, with his family,
into Egypt.

(MATTHEW 2:1)

*Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem,

I detain the Reader at the very entrance on this Chapter, to
remark several very interesting particulars in this short, but
sweet account of the birth of the LORD Jesus after the flesh.
Bethlehem, which signifies the house of bread, had been
expressly declared by one of the Prophets to be the place
which should be rendered sacred to this great event. Micah.
v.2. And what place so proper to give birth to Jesus, who is
himself time bread of life and the living bread? John 6:41 to
58. And as our misery and leanness arose from originally
leaving this Bethlehem, as was typified. Ruth 1 to 6. So the
LORD JESUS, CHRIST begins his salvation at the very spot
where our ruin began. Moreover, the humbleness of the place
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became most highly suited for the humble SAVIOR to make
his first appearance, in substance of our flesh. For this
Bethlehem was about five or sin miles from Jerusalem, and a
little city in Judah. Joshua 17:7. There was another
Bethlehem in Zebulon. Joshua 19:5. But as our Lord sprang
out of Judah, so from Judah, in the midst of the tribes, he will
arise. It was said of him, that he should grow out of his place.
Zech. 6:12. And here it is. | should not forget also to observe,
that some have called Bethlehem the house of flesh,; for
Lechem may be so rendered. And if so, the beauty of the
expression is doubled. CHRIST calls his body the flesh, which
he wilt give for the life of the world. And both John and Paul,
use the same. John i. 14. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Reader! shall not you,
and 1, join the disciples’ prayer! LORD! evermore give us this
bread! 2 Sam. xxiii. 15; Luke ii. 4. to 20. Haggai ii. 7—9.
Malachi iii. 1. John vi. 51 to 57.

(MATTHEW 2:2)
*Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have
seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

I should be led to conceive, that this visit of the Wise Men
was not immediately on the birth of Christ, but perhaps a
considerable time after. Some have thought nearly two tears.
For as the flight into Egypt could not have been so
immediately on the birth, we may, reasonably infer, that the
over-ruling providence of the LORD, did, in this instance, as in
that of Moses, conceal the wonderful event to the most suited
time for discovery. Exod. ii.2. 1 mention this the rather,
because it is no uncommon thing to behold representations of
the virgin, and an infant, in pictures, by way of setting forth
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the nativity. Alas ! how senseless and unbecoming are all
such things in relation to the solemn subjects of holy scripture
I And how much they degrade what they mean to embellish!
—In relation to those wise men, we are wholly at conjecture
who they were, or from whence, (more than from the East,)
they came. Some have thought that they were men who
practiced magic, like Balaam. And it is remarkable, that this
man prophesied of a star which should conic out of Jacob.
Numb. xxiv. 17. And Jesus himself is called the bright. and
morning star. Rev. xxii. 16. But be this as it may, certain it is
that an angel from heaven proclaimed to the Jewish
shepherds the birth of Christ. And why should it be thought
incredible, that the same glorious intelligence was
communicated to Gentile philosophers by the ministry of a
star? Reader! let us both pause over this account of the wise
men. Did they come from the East, over vast regions, to hail
the Savior? And shall not we feel constrained to welcome his
approach? Did the LORD hang out in the heavens a light so
direct to point to Jesus ? And shall not you and | hope, that
he will send out his light and his truth to guide us unto Jesus
? Surely the grace shown to those Gentiles ought to
encourage as!

(MATTHEW 2:3)
*When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him.

That Herod should be troubled at this intelligence was natural
enough; and from the character which follows in this chapter
of this unfeeling man, it is easy enough to discover the cause
of his trouble. But that all Jerusalem should be troubled,
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which one might have thought would have shouted aloud for
joy at the account; how strange is this representation. Zech.
ii. 10, 11. But, Reader! such is the reception Jesus meets with
from even his own people, until by his grace and Holy Spirit
he shows them who he is, and how much they need him.
Read lIsaiah liii. 1, 2, 3. John i. 10, 11, 12, 13.

(MATTHEW 2:4)

*And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the
people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be
born.

Herod, it should seeth by this question, was no stranger to
the prophecies of scripture, and had heard how /srae/
expected a king, that should arise to deliver them from
bondage. And though the children of /srae/, no more than
Herod, had the most distant idea that this deliverance was of
a spiritual nature; yet it proves how general the expectation
was at this time of the coming Savior. The dying Jacob had
said, that the sceptre should not depart from Judah, nor a
lawgiver from between his feel, until time Shiloh should come.
Gen. xlix. 10. And now the intelligence is brought, and by
wise men also, from the East, that the sovereign stranger is
arrived. Daniel also had in his day mentioned the #ime. And
from all calculations the time was fulfilled. Dan. ix. 24. to the
end. Add to. these, Herod knew, that he was by birth an
Edomite, and a stranger, and therefore by the laws of Israel
could not reign by just right. Deut. xvii. 15. See Psm. ii. 1-6.
Acts iv. 27, 28. John xviii. 37.
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(MATTHEW 2:5-6)

*And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is
written by the prophet, (6) And thou Bethlehem, /n the land of
Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee
shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

It is very blessed to behold, how the Lord is causing both
Jews and Gentiles to minister unto his dear Son. Let the
Reader turn to the 60th chapter of the prophecy of lIsaiah,
and observe how the Lord declared the Church’s glory in
CHRIST; and compare what is there said with those Eastern
sages worshipping Christ; and the Jewish chief priests and
scribes bringing forward the prophecies of their scriptures
concerning Him, whom afterwards they despised; and what
testimonies by the way they become to the truth as it is in
Jesus! If the Reader compares the passage from Micah with
what is here said by the chief priests and scribes, he will
perceive, that the quotation is not correct. But the difference
is not great. And let it be remembered that it is not Matthew
which quotes the passage from the Prophet, but the chief
priests and scribes.

(MATTHEW 2:7-8)

*Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. (8) And he sent them
to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young
child; and when ye have found A/m, bring me word again, that |
may come and worship him also.

I would beg the Reader to pause over those verses, for
several interesting circumstances of improvement arise from
them. What an awful picture is here drawn of the human
heart, in the character of Herod! He was now an old man; had
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long reigned; and this young prince just born, supposing all
that Herod might suppose of an earthly monarchy could not,
in the nature of things, hastily arise to oppose him. And yet
with what deep artifice and hypocrisy did he cover over the
cruel design he had formed of murdering the newborn
stranger. Look at the chief priests and scribes also. Though
they saw, as well as Herod, with what earnestness and labor
the wise men from the East had come, a vast journey to
worship the king of the Jews yet they who were Jews, felt no
concern about the glorious area of his birth; though their
Prophets had so plainly declared both the place and the time
of his coming. The wise men were told where they might find
Christ; but none of the priests or scribes, it should seem,
went with them to see him. But, Reader! do not fail to remark
a circumstance yet more interesting than either; surely, it
must have been the Lord, by his providence, over-ruling
things, that so Jesus might remain in safety, until a more
convenient season for his flight into Egypt should arrive.

(MATTHEW 2:9-10)

*When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star,
which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young child was. (Z0) When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.

It appears that Herod had so disguised his intentions, that the
wise men had no consciousness of it. So is it in common life.
But the Lord readeth the heart. What a wonderful ministry
was this star! Evidently it must have had a particular motion,
and different from the ordinary course of the stars. For the
star which had been first seen by them in the East, now
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appeared to them in those Western heavens. And it was not
confined to the ministry of the night, for now it appeared by
day. And very low it must have shone, for it even pointed to
an house; for it went before them until it came and stood
over where the young child was! Reader! do not fail to
observe the grace of GOD in this providence. He who hung
out this star, did not hang it out in vain. The same God who
led Israel by the cloud, led those wise men by a star. And
while hanging a light without, gave the proper apprehension
of the meaning within. And the effect was, as might be
supposed, when they saw the star they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy! And is it not so with his people, whom he
guides to JESUS now? The day dawn, and the day star, when
first shining in the heart, and pointing to CHRIST, calls forth
the anxious enquiry after CHRIST. And when darkness at any
time intervenes, how blessed is it again after such obscurity,
and doubt, and misgiving, to have new discoveries of Christ;
and in so clear and open-a manner, leading to CHRIST,
which, like this star, points to his very person, to show where
he is!

(MATTHEW 2:11)

*And when they were come into the house, they saw the young
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him:
and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

I beg the Reader to remark with me, that the Wise Men saw
not Joseph. For as Joseph was not the real but only the
reputed father, his presence was not necessary ; perhaps it
might have been improper. But must not the same power
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which hung out the star, and directed the minds of these men
to interpret the meaning of it, have influenced them also to
worship CHRIST. For otherwise, how ill did the poverty of
Christ's appearance correspond to the greatness of his
dignity. It hath been supposed, that the gifts they presented
of gold, and frankincense, and myrrh, had some significancy.
Perhaps they might. But the Holy Ghost is silent upon this
subject. Instead, therefore, of conjecture, I would refer the
Reader to those scriptures. Song v. 11. Song i. 13. Song iv.
14. Psalm Ixxii. 10 to 15. I Kings Xx. 2.

(MATTHEW 2:12)
*And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return
to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

I stay not to enquire further concerning the divine intimation
to those men, but just to remark, how the LORD was
watching over the whole of this most interesting event, in
relation to CHRIST. But we cannot but be led to hope, that
these Wise Men, who came so far to worship the LORD
JESUS, and were so evidently guided in their enquiry after
him, were brought by the same Almighty teaching, into a
saving acquaintance with him. The man of Ethiopia, we read
of in the after age of the church, was so blessed. Acts viii. 27
to 39. And it is probable, that the Lord had an eye ofgrace on
those men. But it is remarkable, that there is no further
account of them in the word of God. Oh! what unknown,
unnumbered multitudes from the East and the West, will arise
to the triumphs of the Lord JESUS, when he Comes to make
up his jewels! Luke xiii. 29. 2 Thess. i. 10.
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(MATTHEW 2:13)

*And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until |
bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy
him.

What an interesting subject the flight of JESUS into Egypt
furnisheth! What! must the Son of GOD flee for safety? Yes!
What a Sweet lesson then doth it teach his people, in all their
exercises. But wherefore Egypt? Here it was the church was
first formed into a Church. Exod. iv. 22. And here then the
Great Head of the Church shall go. The Prophet Hosea ages
before had been taught to prophesy to the church, that out of
Egypt would God call his Son. Hosea xi. 1. Let not the Reader
take offence with the carnal world at this humiliation of the
SON of GOD. [/t behoved him in all points to be like unto his
brethren. Sweet thought to my poor soul! Rev. xii. 4. Isaiah
Xix. 18. to end.

(MATTHEW 2:14-15)

*When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night,
and departed into Egypt: (Z5) And was there until the death of
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by
the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

It is worthy observation, here all along mention is made of
the young child and his mother, without the least intimation
of any relationship to Joseph. It appears from the history of
those times, that Herod himself survived but a little space
CHRIST'S departure into Egypt. What a beautiful observation
the Psalmist makes of the shortness and transiency of all such
characters For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be;
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thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.
Psm xxxvii. 10.

(MATTHEW 2:16-18)

*Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men,
was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children
that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two
years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently
inquired of the wise men. (Z7) Then was fulfilled that which was
spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, (Z8) In Rama was there a
voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted,
because they are not.

Here is opened the mystery of iniquity which lay brooding in
the heart of Herod, all the while he put on the apparent
regard he proposed to show to the new born King. But, can
the imagination form an idea so horrid, as that of the
destruction of such a number of little harmless children, in
order to he sure of the One ? Alas! what is the human heart,
in a state of unrenewed nature! But, Reader, be not offended.
Your heart, my heart, every man’s heart by nature is the
same. And we read this account of Herod to little profit, if we
do not see in him the portrait of every son and daughter of
Adam, by the fall. For there can be no difference in the same
nature, but what sovereign grace hath wrought. What one
man’s nature hath done, every man’s nature is capable of
doing; yea, and would do, if the same corresponding causes,
temptations, and opportunities, led to it, and grace did not
restrain. Oh! who shall calculate, who shall tell, to what a
desperate state of wickedness the whole nature of man is
fallen, by the original apostasy of our first father? Reader! do
you believe this? I do from my very heart. And | bless GOD
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the HOLY GHOST for the merciful discovery. For never should
I have known the want of salvation, neither rightly valued
that salvation, but for this divine teaching. Never should I
have loved thee, or wouldest thou have been so endeared to
my soul, blessed, precious LORD JESUS, as thou now art, had
not God the HOLY GHOST, as thou didst promise concerning
him, convinced me of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.
John xvi. 8-11. Jerem. xvii. 9. 2 Kings viii. 11, 12, 13.

Concerning the murder of those babes: if the Reader will turn
to Jerem. xxxi. from the 15th verse to the end; he will, |
think, behold the sweet consolation that is there pointed out
in CHRIST, as the everlasting remedy to this, and all other
bereaving providences. And in relation to the infants
themselves; they were only removed from the evil to come.
Had they lived to old age, they would have lived to have seen
the siege and destruction of Jerusalem, which the Lord Jesus
so mournfully foretold, Matt. xx iv. Mark xiii. Luke xxi. when
they would have said; blessed are the barren and the wombs
that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. If those
sweet babes who died 7or CHRIST died also /7 CHRIST; were
they not such as Jo/in heard a voice from heaven concerning,
saying, blessed are the dead which die in the LORD, Rev. Xiv.
13. And is it not said, precious in the sight of the LORD /s the
death of his saints. Psal. cxvi. 15. And may we not without
violence to the words suppose, that these little ones of
CHRIST'S fold, were among that holy army John saw on
Mount Zion, when he said, / /looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on
the Mount Zion, and with him an hundred and forty and four
thousand, having his FATHER'S name written in their
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foreheads. See Rev. xiv. 1-5. See also 1 Thess. iv. 13 to time
end.

(MATTHEW 2:19)
*But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,

Reader! pause over this verse, and contemplate the ‘awful
death of this man. Ah Herod! is this the termination of all thy
grandeur? Hast thou so shortly after followed thy murdered
subjects to the grave? If the Reader would see a striking
representation of such an end as this of Hcrod'’s, he may find
it, Isaiah xiv. 4-20. | cannot refrain from quoting what
Eusebius hath related in his Ecclesiastical History (and which
he had from Josephus) concerning the dreadful close of
Herod’s life. He saith “that a burning fever seized him, with an
intolerable itching over his whole body. He was visited with
grievous wounds, which putrefied, and bred worms. So that
his whole body became so horridly offensive, that none could
approach him. And such was his unbounded rage, as to be
the dread of every one. Finding death drawing nigh, he
attempted to destroy himself, but was prevented. At length he
expired in agonies.”

It is worthy remark, that three, out of the four Herods we
read -of in the New Testament were such awful characters.
This was the first. The second is but just mentioned by the
name of Philjp. Mark vi. 17. The third was he who caused the
beheading of John the Baptist Matt. xiv. 1, 2. And the fourth
was eaten by worms before his death. Acts xii. Reader! doth
the LORD manifest to his dear children in poor circumstances,
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his contempt of riches, by bestowing them so often upon the
most worthless of men? Oh! for grace to bless him for a
sanctified use of humble poverty. 1 Cor. i. 26, 27.

(MATTHEW 2:20-23)

*Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go
into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young
child’s life. (21) And he arose, and took the young child and his
mother, and came into the land of Israel. (22) But when he heard
that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God
in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: (23) And he
came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.

The most interesting of all subjects, is to eye CHRIST as the
Great Nazarene. Few have ever considered the importance of
the name; amid yet there is none by which time Lord JESUS is
distinguished in his holy scriptures more personally directed
by way of emphasis, than this. For my part, so very highly
significant is it in my view, that | venture to believe that all
we read of in the word of God of the MNazarites, and the
particularity of their order, had no one object whatever, but to
point to CHRIST; and He, and he alone, is the One, and only
One MNazarite to GOD. If the Reader will first turn to the
following scriptures, and carefully read them, | will venture to
offer him my view upon the subject. Numb. vi. 2-21. Judges
xiii. 5. to the end. Lament. iv. 7. Amos ii. 11, 12.

The name of MNuzarite, is evidently taken from MNetzar the
branch and this is well known to be the name of the Lord
Jesus CHRIST The Patriarch Jacob had pointed to CHRIST, in
that prophecy concerning Joseph the Nazarite: He separated
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from his brethren Gen. xlix, 26. So that the whole concerning
the law of separation had a direct reference to Jesus. In
Christ therefore, being called Jesus of Nazareth, this must
have been wholly upon this account: for CHRIST was born in
Bethlehem, and not in Nazareth. And it should seem to have
been nothing less than the overruling power of GOD, which
could have so universally procured this name to CHRIST,
when there were no causes but the LORD JESUS dwelling
there which could have led to the idea. | have in my Poor
Man’s Concordance more fully dwelt upon this subject; so that
I shall not in this place enlarge. | will only beg before I
dismiss it to observe, that this name was made use of in a
manner, and way particularly striking. The Devils used it.
Mark i. 24. The Apostles used it while JESUS was upon earth.
John i. 45. And again after our LORD’S resurrection. Acts ii.
29. Acts iv. 10. The band of armed men which came to
apprehend Christ used it. John xviii. 5. Pilate used it in his
inscription on the cross. John xix. 19. The servant maid at the
hall of Pilate used it. Matt. xx vi. 71. The Angels at the tomb
used it. Mark xvi. 6. Yea the LORD Aimself from heaven used
it. Acts xxii. 8. And if all these were intended (as | venture to
believe they were) purposely to point to CHRIST as the true
Nazarite to GOD, yea the only One; surely there is much
blessedness in the view; and we see sufficient cause
wherefore it was that JESUS came and dwelt in the city of
Nazareth that he might be called a Nazarene.

REFLECTIONS
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READER! let you und | ponder well the sweet and interesting
record here given of the birth of CHRIST. If angels, who
needed no redemption, praised God at his birth, with what
holy rapture and joy ought our songs to go forth in
thanksgivings for the same. Behold! with what unequalled
humbleness the SON of GOD, as man, when he came and
tabernacled in our flesh, manifested himself to the church.
But behold! how GOD the FATHER honoured his nativity, in
not only sending wise men from the east to worship him, but
in causing a star to point to the SAVIOUR. Was not this
indeed sweetly fulfilling that blessed scripture; the Gentiles
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising. But did the Lord God, in order that his bLessed SON
should be known, grant such a starry influence to the wise
men ; and will he withhold the light of his grace from the
hearts of his people? Will he not reveal CHRIST in all his
glory, and suitableness, and all sufficiency, that, like them, we
may fall down and worship him, and present him more than
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh, even those graces of his
Holy Spirit which are his own?

And was it needful that the Lord of life and glory should go
down into Egypt, that what the Prophet had said of calling
God’s dear SON out of Egypt might be fulfilled? Surely then,
LORD, it must be needful to call all thy sons from the Egypt of
this world; for all by nature are in that house of bondage,
before that an act of sovereign grace hath called them out.
Was JESUS, the holy, harmless, undefiled Lord Jesus, here
also, as in a thousand other instances, the forerunner and
glorious Head of his redeemed? Oh for grace to follow the
LAMB whithersoever he goeth
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But Oh! thou true and only real Nazarite of GOD! Precious
Jesus, thou art indeed the Branch, the Plant of Renown, the
Spiritual Joseph of thy people, whose branches ran over the
wall. Blessings be on the Head of Him, and on the Crown of
the Head of Him that was the MNetzar, the Separate, from thy
brethren! Methinks I hear my LORD again say, as he did once
in the days of his flesh: for their sakes | sanctify myself! Ever
precious; and dear name, JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth! Thou
art thy church’s Nazarene!
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Chapter 3

CONTENTS

This Chapter opens with an account of the ministry of .John
the Baptist. The description of his office and ministry. The
Chapter closeth with an account of his baptizing the Lord
Jesus CHRIST, and the glorious manifestations on the
occasion.

(MATTHEW 3:1-4)

*In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness
of Judaea, (2) And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand. (3) For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet
Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. (4) And the same
John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about
his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.

I include the whole of these verses into one view, for the
better apprehension, and of connecting together what is
recorded of John the Baptist. And first let us pause and
consider the person and character of this illustrious man. His
birth, though not miraculous, was attended with such
remarkable circumstances, as intimated a more than ordinary
purpose intended from his ministry. As the herald and
harbinger of the Lord JESUS CHRIST, the Prophets /sa/iah and
Malachi foretold of his coming. Isaiah xI. 3. Malachi iii. 1. And
his birth was not only announced by the ministry of an angel,
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but it was declared of him by the same heavenly messenger,
that he should be filled with the HOLY Ghost even from his
mother’s womb Luke i. 13-17. And the Lord JESUS himself
declared concerning him, that among them that are born of
women, there had not risen a greater than John the Baptist.
Matt. xi. 11.

Now before the Reader goes a step further in the account of
John, let him pause, and ponder over the precious testimony
which this wonderful man, this greatest of men born of
women, gave of his Almighty Lord and Master, For when the
Jews upon John’s appearing, sent to ask him who he was,
and the object of his mission; he declared himself to he
unworthy of the office of even unloosening the very latchets
of CHRIST'S shoes. / am (said John) the voice of one crying in
the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the LORD. John i. 19-
36. And what is a voice? It is a nonentity, a mere sound, light
as air, and so short in its being and existence, if it can be
called by such a name, that when it hath performed its office,
it dies away in the air, is dissolved, and is known no more.
Such said John am I, when considered in any comparative
view with ray LORD and Master. Reader! are you a believer in
the GODHEAD of CHRIST? Oh! think what a precious
testimony this is to that glorious doctrine of our holy faith!
And should a reader of the Arian or Socinian heresy but
glance the same; oh that the LORD the HOLY GHOST may
graciously carry conviction to his very soul of the blessed -
truth, and bring him upon his knees with 7homas; crying out
My LORD and My GOD!
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The next thing to be noticed in the account of John, is of his
office and ministry. He came preaching and baptizing.
Baptizing was altogether a new rite in the church, and
probably John was called the Baptist on this account, for he
was the first who used it. But both his preaching the doctrine
of repentance, and the use of baptism were evidently
intended only as preparatory to the coming of CHRIST: for no
efficacy did John pretend to convey by his preaching the
doctrine of repentance: for to CHRIST is reserved the power
of communicating the grace of repentance in the heart: for it
is said, that He was exalted as a Prince and a Savior for to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. Acts v.31.
And John no less drew a line of everlasting distinction
between his water ordinance, and the unction of the Holy
Spirit. | indeed baptize you (said he) with water,; but He shall
baptize you with the HOLY GHOST and with fire Matt. iii. 11.

I pass over all notice of the endless disputes which have
taken place in the church of CHRIST on the subject of
baptism. The warmest advocates for immersion, who are
themselves partakers of the baptism of the SPIRIT, will be
free to confess that the outward sign, void of the /inward
effect, is nothing worth. And they who contend for infant
baptism, if they know any thing of the LORD, must as readily
allow, that nothing short of the regeneration of the heart can
be profitable before GOD. Here then let it rest. It is awful to
behold thousands who have been baptized in their infancy by
water only; and who, in riper years, live and die as complete
infidels as those who never heard of CHRIST. And it is equally
awful to behold numbers who have been immersed in riper
years; and yet, by their after conduct, as fully proved that
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they never were baptized by the HOLY GHOST. Oh ! LORD!
grant to my soul the continual baptisms und renewings of the
HOLY GHOST fo be shed upon me abundantly, through JESUS
CHRIST our LORD. Titus iii. 5, 6.

(MATTHEW 3:5-6)

*Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the
region round about Jordan, (6) And were baptized of him in
Jordan, confessing their sins.

The wilderness of Judea John preached in, is not to be
considered by us as what we should now call a wilderness,
that is a solitary place, for there were both towns and villages
in it. The multitude thronging to him is not to be wondered at,
when we consider how long an interval, even of 350 years,
had taken place in the church, from the days of Malachi, the
last Prophet.

(MATTHEW 3:7-12)

*But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to
his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? (8) Bring forth
therefore fruits meet for repentance: (9) And think not to say
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say unto
you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham. (Z0) And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is
hewn down, and cast into the fire. (Z1) | indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: (12) Whose fan /s in his hand,
and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
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The Pharisees were a sect who prided themselves upon a
more than ordinary sanctity of life and manners. The
Evangelist Luke hath drawn the portrait of one, which may
serve as a sample of all. Luke xviii. 9-14. And their general
character our LORD himself hath most strikingly marked in a
whole chapter. Matt. xxiii. The Sadducees, in their very name,
which implied righteousness, from Sedek, were of that class
who justified themselves before GOD. What unceasing
persecutions our dear LORD sustained from both these
characters | need not enumerate, for the history of the life of
JESUS is full of them. But what a name did the Baptist give
them; O generation of Vipers! A name which can belong only
to the seed of the Serpent. And | pray the Reader, once for
all, to observe this feature of character as uniformly given to
the reprobate, and to them only, throughout the whole Bible.
See Matt. xxiii. 33. Rev. xii. 9. John viii. 44. The children of
the Kingdom are never once in all the Word of GOD called by
such a name. See Note on Ephes. ii. 3. | pray the Reader to
weigh this consideration well, for it is highly important. And |
pray the Reader to remark yet further with me, that (as far as
my memory chargeth me) we do not find a single. Pharisee or
Sadducee who saw CHRIST in the days of his flesh
(Nicodemus excepted), ever savingly converted. Paul was a
Pharisee indeed, and of the highest order in point of high, self
exalting notions: but then Pau/ lived not in the days of
CHRIST'S flesh, so as to know CHRIST; and saw nothing of
JESUS, until he saw him in his glory in his way to Damascus.
It furnisheth out a solemn consideration this, that not one
(Nicodemus excepted) of those sects in the days of CHRIST,
and who assumed a greater degree of holiness than others,
was savingly converted.
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The children of Abraham, according to the Covenant made
with Abraham, were those of grace, and not counted after
nature. The one decisive feature of this family is; if ye be
CHRIST'S, then ye are Abraham'’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise. Gal. iii. 29. So hath it been in all ages. So was it
then. So is it now. And such will it be forever. The /shmaels,
and the sons of Keturah, the Esaus, and the whole troop of
natural descendants from Abraham: these, as the HOLY
GHOST hath said by Paul, which are the children of the flesh;
these are not the children of GOD, but the children of the
promise are counted for the seed. In Isaac shall thy seed be
called! Reader! think What a blessed thing it is to be able to
say, as Paul did, Now we brethren, as Isaac was, are the
children of promise. Rom. ix. 7, 8. Gal. iv. 28.

(MATTHEW 3:13)
*Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized of him.

Here we have, at this verse, the introduction of the LORD of
life and glory, in his public entrance upon his divine office, as
the GOD-MAN Mediator. Luke, in his relation of this wonderful
event, tells the Church, that at this time, JESUS himself began
to be about thirty-years of age. Luke iii. 23. Hence we learn
that the SON of GOD waited the appointed time for the being
manifested unto Israel. But let not the Reader suppose, that
the long interval from his birth, to this public entrance upon
his ministry, was spent without an eye to the redemption-
work he became incarnate to perform. No doubt every act,
and every incident, in the life of CHRIST, had respect to the
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great object for which he came. The poverty of his birth, the
humbleness of his calling, as a carpenter, the meanness of his
companions, to one who from all eternity had lain in the
bosom of the FATHER; No doubt, some great and special
ends were intended from the whole. That sweet and precious
scripture answers every enquiry, though it enters not into the
full investigation of the cause: Wherefore in all things it
behoved him to be made like unto his brethren. Heb. ii. 17.
Precious JESUS! how ought such views to endear thee to thy
people!

(MATTHEW 3:14-15)

*But John forbad him, saying, | have need to be baptized of thee,
and comest thou to me? (Z5) And Jesus answering said unto him,
Suffer /it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness. Then he suffered him.

It should seem from the modesty of John in first declining this
office, that he had some consciousness concerning the Person
of CHRIST. The relation John gives of himself, John i. 26-34,
was that he knew him not, but only that he should be made
manifest to Israel. But at this transaction of CHRIST'S
baptism, the knowledge of his person and character was to be
more strikingly given to John. | beg the Reader to remark
what John saith: / have need to be baptized of thee. Yes!
though John was filled with the HOLY GHOST, even from his
mother's womb, Luke i. 1.5, yet the work of GOD the SPIRIT
upon the child of GOD, doth not supersede the necessity of
the work of GOD the SON. All the office-work of each glorious
person of the GODHEAD becomes essential in the covenant of
redemption. And the baptism of the LORD JESUS is not water
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baptism; for it is expressly said, that JESUS baptized none.
John iv. 2. Acts i. .5.

The importance of CHRIST'S baptism is evident from what the
LORD saith: thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. But
who shall take upon him to explain all that is contained in this
expression? It is most certain, that here, at this solemn
transaction of CHRIST'S baptism, he openly entered upon his
office, and therefore it should seem the whole persons of the
GODHEAD would publicly give the commission. The SON of
GOD, all along in the Old Testament dispensation, had been
set up and made known to the church as the Messiah, or
anointed; and now therefore in the New, he shall have the
public seal to the same. If the Reader will consult and
compare a few scriptures on this point, they do, in my view,
beautifully elucidate and explain each other. Isaiah xlviii. 16,
17. Isaiah Ixi. 1. with Luke iv. 18. Acts x. 37, 38.

(MATTHEW 3:16-17)

*And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him: (Z7) And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Here is everything that is solemn, sublime, and glorious to be
contemplated in this transaction: but of the scene itself; we
can only behold with the most profound reverence and holy
awe, without attempting to be wise above what is written. We
behold the testimony of that glorious doctrine which is the
foundation of our holy faith: that there are Three which hear
record in heaven, the FATHER, the WORD, and the HoLY
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GHosT, and these Three are One. 1 John i. 7. And here they
distinctly manifested themselves at the baptism of the LORD
JEsus. Here is the FATHER, by a voice from heaven,
manifesting himself. Here is GOD the SON, incarnate in the
Water. And here is GOD the HOLY GHosT, manifesting his
person in the likeness of a Dove, hovering over the person of
CHRIST. What can be more conclusive and satisfactory, in
proof of this precious doctrine of our most holy faith?

In addition to the testimony this scripture brings, of the
personality of the HOLY THREE in ONE, let not the Reader
overlook the testimony it also brings of their perfect
approbation of redemption-work. JEHOVAH is not only well
pleased with CHRIST; but /7 CHRIST: all that are /7 CHRIST.
CHRIST and his members: CHRIST and his church. And the
whole persons of the GODHEAD, take the same delight and
complacency together. For it is said, GOD was /n CHRIisT
reconciling the world to himself. 2 Cor. v. 19. that is, the
whole three persons, constituting the One Eternal, undivided
JEHOVAH, were in CHRIST. GOD the FATHER was, and is, in
CHRIST: for so saith the LORD JESUS. Believest thou not that
1 am in the FATHER, and the FATHER /in me? Believe me, that
1 am in the FATHER, and the FATHER /n me. John xiv. 10, 11.
GOD the SON was, and is, in CHRIST. For GOD the SON, in
his own eternal power and GODHEAD, had his Almighty hand
in the work and purpose of redemption, as much as the
person of GoD the FATHER, or GOD the HOLY GHOST. Neither
could there have been any access to the Person of GOD the
SON, as GOD, more than to the person of the FATHER, or the
person of the HOLY GHOST, without CHRIST, as the God-
Man-Mediator.
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The SON of GOD doth not lose the glory and perfection of his
essential divinity, because of his infinite condescension, in
assuming our nature for the purpose of redemption. And it is
most exceedingly necessary, that in contemplating the great
object of faith, true believers in CHRIST should everlastingly
keep in view the GODHEAD of the SoN of GOD, as one of the
glorious persons constituting JEHOVAH; while we keep no less
in view, that the SON of GOD, in his twofold nature, of GOD,
and Man, in one person, becomes the CHRIST of GOD, /n
whom, and through whom, and by whom, we have access to
JEHOVAH: FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST, in grace here,
and glory forever.

In like manner GOD the HOLY GHOST was, and is, in CHRIST.
Not simply in his anointings, and endowments, without
measure, given to CHRIST, in the qualifying him for the vast
undertaking he came to perform; but as One of the glorious
persons of the GODHEAD, was, and is in CHRIST, reconciling
the world to himself, in common with the FATHER, and the
SON. So that, as JEHOVAH, in his three-fold character of
person; FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST, were all alike
concerned in the indignity shown by the fall of man; so all
alike were concerned in the recovery, by the glorious
undertaking, and accomplishment of salvation by CHRIST
JESUS. Such are the scriptural views of this most sublime
subject. before we desire further information, let it be
considered, that it is proposed to us as an article of faith, and
not for our full investigation. Perhaps it is impossible, in the
present imperfect state of being, to know more. The LORD be
praised for what he hath thought proper to reveal. And with
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this measure of knowledge, may the LORD give grace to both
Writer, and Reader, of this Poor Man's Commentary, to be
thankful.

I will only detain the Reader with a short observation more
upon those verses, just to notice the descent of the HOLY
GHOST, which both the LORD JESUS, and his servant John,
saw in the form of a dove. Some visible appearance, to make
it personal, was thought necessary. I presume not to say
wherefore it was necessary, but only humbly propose the
enquiry. Was it because in after ages heresies would spring
up in the church, in denying the personality of GoD the
SPIRIT? And was the LORD pleased, by way of giving his
assurance to the glorious truth in the minds of his people,
thus to assume a personal appearance? Let the Reader
remember, | do not presume to determine the point: | only
humbly ask the question. But whether I am right or not,
certain it is, that both JEsus, and John, saw the SPIRIT of
GOD descending like a dove, and lighting upon him. John i.
32-34. Like a dove, | apprehend means as a dove lighting
down, or hovering over.

There is a great beauty in this Scripture. The appearance of
the HOLY GHOST shall not be in the form of a man: for this
was specially belonging to the SON of GOD; but of a dove.
And a dove was, of all the other creatures of GoD, the most
suited, both to represent that glorious person, who thus
descended and. abode upon CHRIST, and CHRIST himself.
For, not to notice the meekness and gentleness of the dove,
and the loving affections of its nature, it is worth remarking,
that the dove hath no gall, neither talons. Sweet emblems of
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manifesting the frame of GoD the HOLY GHOST himself, when
anointing Jesus in our nature, to the blessed offices he hath
communicated to our nature! And sweet emblem, no less to
show, how JESUS should manifest to his people the
tenderness and love of his heart, as doves do to each other.
Reader! recollect what the Evangelist records of the LORD
JESUS immediately after this descent of the HOLY GHOST,
and never lose sight of it through life. 7he Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, (said that sweet SAVIOR) because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor: he bath sent me to heal
the broken hearted; to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that
are bruised; to preach the acceptable year of the LORD. Luke
iv. 18-19.

REFLECTIONS

WELCOME, John the Baptist, thou faithful herald of thy LORD!
As the star of the morning becomes the sure pledge of day;
so thy coming plainly foretold the LORD of his temple was at
hand. But thrice welcome, yea, everlastingly and eternally
welcome, thou glorious Sun of Righteousness, precious LORD
JESUS, art thou in thy arising, with healing in thy wings, to all
thy people. Oh! do thou, LORD, thou great Baptizer with the
HoLY GHOST, bring my soul, and the souls of all thy
redeemed, under the continual and unceasing baptisms of thy
Spirit: fill our hearts, fill our houses, fill thy church, thy whole
people, with grace!
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And from this blessed unction given to the souls of thy
people, grant, LORD, to every one, grace, according to the
measure of the gift of CHRIST; that we may bless and adore
the HOLY THREE IN ONE, who bear record in heaven; for the
record given in this chapter, to the LORD JESUS CHRIST, on
his entering upon his public ministry, at his holy baptism. And
may the LORD mercifully grant, that the whole church of
GOD, through divine teaching, may be enabled to keep in
unceasing remembrance, the FATHER'S testimony to his dear
Son. And while my soul, and the souls of all his redeemed, are
thus continually hearing, and receiving, the precious
assurance of GOD’s being well pleased with his dear SON, for
his redeeming love to his church, and his finished salvation for
his people; oh, for grace to love Him, whom JEHOVAH, in all
the persons of the GODHEAD, loves; and to delight in Him, in
whom JEHOVAH delighteth. Precious LORD JEsus! I would
say, Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon
earth my soul desireth but thee. My flesh and my heart
faileth: but thou art the strength of my heart, and my portion
for ever.
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CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

CHRIST's temptations. The call of his Apostles. His Preaching
and Miracles.

(MATTHEW 4:1)
*Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil.

I detain the Reader at this verse but for the moment, to
observe, that there is a peculiar emphasis in the word then.
When JESUS had thus received the anointings for his ministry,
then more eminently the powers of darkness made a more
furious attack upon him. Reader! as it was with the glorious
Head, so is it with his members. The devil certainly doth not
know GoD's children until they are awakened and regenerated
by the HOLY GHOST. But no sooner is a work of grace
wrought in their hearts, but all hell is up in arms.

(MATTHEW 4:2)
*And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was
afterward an hungered.

It is remarkable in the Old Testament Scripture, of those that
were types of CHRIST, concerning fasting, that they observed
such seasons: Moses, Exod. xxxiv. 28. and Eljjah, 1 Kings Xix.
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8. What a sweet thought is it, that the LORD JESUS was in all
points as his people are, yet without sin! Precious LORD! was
it not intended to prompt thy redeemed to come to thee with
more confidence from fellow feeling?

(MATTHEW 4:3-11)

*And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made bread. (4) But he
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (5)
Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on
a pinnacle of the temple, (6) And saith unto him, If thou be the
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. (7)
Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God. (8) Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding
high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world,
and the glory of them; (9) And saith unto him, All these things will
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. (20) Then saith
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. (11)
Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and
ministered unto him.

The subject of CHRIST'S temptations, is a subject attended
with much difficulty thoroughly to explain. One of the great
causes for which the SON of God was manifested, was, that
he might destroy the works of the Devil. 1 John iii. 8. And if
we take the whole purport of scripture on this point, one
mass of particulars, we shall be led to conclude, that the
quarrel between CHRIST and the devil was personal Jude 6.
Rev, xii. .7,8, 9. Now when CHRIST came upon earth, the
conflict was with this accursed enemy. Hence CHRIST
combated personally with Satan; when he began his
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temptations, and afterwards at the cross. Heb. ii. 14. He doth
this also, when in his people he enables his redeemed to
resist him, and at length brings Satan under their feet. James
iv. 7. Rom. xvi. 20. And there is another triumph, scripture
seems to intimate, which the Son ok God will have over
Satan, before the day of judgment; namely, when Satan is to
be shut up, and restrained from his cursed temptations over
the LORD’S people. Rev. xx. 1,2,3. And, lastly, at the great
day of all, then the devil will be brought forth for final
judgment, and eternal punishment, before the whole world.
Rev. xx. 10, &c.

I do not think, it necessary to go minutely over the several
temptations with which the devil assaulted Christ. The whole
was necessary, no doubt, that CHRIST should fulfil all
righteousness. But it was necessary also, on the account of
his redeemed. For in that he himself hath suffered, being
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. Heb. ii.
18. Few have taken into their soul's comfort the whole
blessedness of this account of JESUS. It is not meant simply
to say that as GOD and as man, in one person, he knoweth
what temptations are; but it is meant to say, that from his
personal knowledge of them, and his own exercises in those
seasons, he knoweth both what his people feel under
temptations, and how to administer the very succour which
will exactly suit their case and circumstances. And nothing can
give equal relief as this assurance to every tempted Child of
GOD?

Moreover, it should be added, that in those temptations,
where- with JESUS was assaulted, the believer ought to draw
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comfort, if at any time his exercises are the same. In those
temptations in the wilderness CHRIST was assaulted with the
sin of distrust; unbelief; to worship the devil; and to self-
murder. And if the tempter thus dared to attack LORD of life
and glory, is it a wonder that he should his members? Oh! for
grace upon all occasions, when assaulted with the fiery darts
of Satan, to look unto JESUS and to take the shield of faith,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of GOD. JESUS
will make all his redeemed more than conquerors, through his
grace enabling them. And in due season, that song will be
heard by every soul which John heard; Now is come salvation
and strength, and the kingdom of’ our GOD, and the power of
his CHRIST . for the accuser of our brethren is cast down,
which accused them before our GOD day night. Rev. xii. 10.
And as in the instance of the glorious Head, so all his
members, when temptations cease, the ministering services
of angels enjoyed. Heb. 1:14

(MATTHEW 4:12-16)

*Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he
departed into Galilee; And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in
Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of
Zabulon and Nephthalim: That it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and
the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles; The people which sat in darkness saw
great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of
death light is sprung up.

These are sweet views of JESUS in his humbleness of

character. And what a blessed proof they become in proof of
his mission. Isa. 9:1-2.
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(MATTHEW 4:17)
*From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

It is observable that Mark records the same words of
CHRIST’S, Sermon!

(MATTHEW 4:18-22)

*And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren,
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me,
and | will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their
nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw other
two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in
a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he
called them. And they immediately left the ship and their father,
and followed him.

| pray the Reader not to overlook the sovereignty of the
LoRD’s call. What a marvellous light, and what a marvellous
power must have accompanied his words! And | pray the
Reader to keep also in remembrance, what the HOLY GHOST
hath said of those effectual calls of grace, by his servants,
Rom. viii. 29, 30. 2 Tim, i. 9. 2 Peter i. 10.

(MATTHEW 4:23-25)

*And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner
of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. And his
fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick
people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and
those which were possessed with devils, and those which were
lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. And
there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and
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from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from
beyond Jordan.

What a lovely picture is here drawn of the SON of GOD!
Behold him thus going about preaching the kingdom, and
healing everywhere. And, Reader! do not fail to connect with
this view, that he is still the same, JESUS CHRIST, yesterday,
and today, and fo ever! What diseases of his people doth he
not know? And what sicknesses are there, that JESUS cannot
cure? Read, | beseech you, what was said of him ages before
his birth. Isa. Ixiii. 7, 8, 9. Call to mind what is said of him in
the days of his flesh. John xiii. 1. And follow him by faith to
glory. Rev. vii. 17. and behold him feeding the church, where
all tears are wiped away from all faces. And then ask, will he
forget you; Oh, ye of little faith! Precious LORD JESUS!
wherefore was it that /&t behoved thee to be made like unto
thy brethren ? Was it not that thou mightest be both a
merciful a faithful High Priest in things pertaining to GOD?
And art thou not all this, and more, that thy redeemed might
come at all times boldly unto thy throne of grace, and obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in all times of need?

REFLECTIONS

READER! Let you and | pause over the view of CHRIST'S
temptations, and ponder well the wonderful subject. And was
it needful that CHRIST should be thus exercised? Yes! The
HOLY GHOST has said; that in all things it behoveth him to be
made like unto his brethren. For as much as the Children are
partakers of. flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took
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part of the same. The destruction of the devil was folded up
in this. And the deliverance of his people from the power of
hell was accomplished in the same. Hence therefore, in the
victory of CHRIST in his seasons of temptations, the children
of CHRIST discover their victory in their seasons and
temptations in and by Him. And during the exercise, they
know how JEsus, from fellow-feeling can, and will, minister to
them every suited relief. For in that he himself hath suffered
being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.
The issue therefore is never doubtful. The children may be
tempted, as Jesus was, to unbelief, to a distrust of GOD, yea,
to self-murder. Perhaps there never was a child of GoD but
what, more or less, bath been so tempted. Yea, it should
seem to be a sweet testimony of our fellowship with Jesus, as
members with the Head. Blesscd is the man, saith the HOLY
GHOST by James, That endureih temptation. But the issue is
never doubtful. As CHRIST overcame every assault of Satan,
so Christ’'s redeemed must also in him. Reader let you and |
carry all our trials and temptations to Jesus. He knows them
all before. But by our taking them to Him, we testify that we
are looking wholly for strength from Him, and engaging
CHRIST on our behalf. And, oh! the blessedness having JESUS
for our strength. The devil will leave us as he did Him, and
the LORD of angels himself will come and minister every
suited relief to our necessity!

Behold Reader! on the close of this chapter, how He, who in
the opening of it, is said to have been assaulted by hell, is
here manifesting, forth his sovereignty as God. Oh! That that
dear LORD, who thus in the days of his flesh, went about
preaching his gospel, and healing the bodies of the diseased,
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would now, in the day of his Almighty power, come forth in a
preached gospel, and heal the souls of his redeemed.
Precious LORD JESUS! behold the diseased state of thy
church, and in compassion to Zion take the glorious cause
into thine own Almighty hand. And as then, so now, LORD,
cause the multitudes of thy people to come to thy standard,
until thou shalt have brought all thy blood-bought children
home to thy church, and all the blessed purposes of thy
temptations and ministry be abundantly answered in the
salvation of thy chosen. Amen.
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Chapter 5

CONTENTS

We have in this chapter, and the two which follow, our Lord’s
Sermon on the Mount. A great variety of beauties Is contained
n it

(MATTHEW 5:1-2)

*And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and
when he was set, his disciples came unto him: (2) And he opened
his mouth, and taught them, saying,

We have a beautiful view of our dear Lord opening his
commission as the Great Prophet of his church and people.
The law bad been given from the Mount, therefore Jesus will
here also deliver his Gospel. But there were bounds set, when
the law was given, which the people were not to pass. Not so
with Jesus and his Gospel. Jesus saith, come ye near unto me
and hear ye this. 1 pray the Reader to turn to the sweet
scripture, Isaiah xiv iii. 16, 17. Oh! how blessed must it have
been to have sat at Jesus’ feet on this occasion, and to have
heard the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth!
Let the poor man learn how sweetly his Lord hath
consecrated places for the manifestation of himself. Jesus
preached on the mountain; from a ship; in the fields;
everywhere and every place is sacred which the Lord makes
holy. Moses found Christ first at the Bush. Exod. iii. 2. And
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Jacob, ages before, at Bethel/, Gen. 28. 10-92. And why may
not the Reader of this Poor Man’s Commentary have gracious
manifestations of the Lord Jesus at his labor, in his work, at
home, or abroad, in the house of God, or in his own house,
John xiv. 23. Isaiah ii. 3-b. Micah iv. 1, 2, &c. Heb. i. 1. Prov.
viii. 1, &c.

(MATTHEW 5:3-12)

*Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. (4) Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted. (5) Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the
earth. (6) Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled. (7) Blessed are the merciful:
for they shall obtain mercy. (8) Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God. (9) Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God. (Z0) Blessed are they which
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. (11) Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely,
for my sake. (Z2) Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great /s your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were
before you.

We have here the opening of our Lord’s Sermon, and, a most
blessed sermon it is! Let the Reader observe how Jesus opens
it in pronouncing blessings. Jesus himself is the great
comprehensive blessing of all blessings, and the blessedness
of his people. It is worthy remark that the Old Testament
ended, yea in the very last word of it, with the Lord's
threatenings of a curse. Malachi iv. 6. The first word of
Christ’s Gospel is Blessing. Christ himself is the Word, the
uncreated Word, and the Blessing. John i. 1. How truly
delightful is it to look at the Old Testament through the New,
and to view the Law by the Gospel.
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If the Reader looks attentively to this opening of our Lord’s
sermon, he will find no less than ejght distinct characters
Jesus speaks of us blessed,; namely, poor in spirit; they that
mourn; the meek; they who hunger and thirst after
righteousness; the merciful; the pure in heart; the peace-
makers; and the persecuted (and falsely reviled) for
righteousness’ sake. Now the question instantly ariseth;
“Where are these characters to be found?” Not in themselves
it must be immediately confessed; for when the Lord looked
down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there
were any that would understand and seek after God, we are
told from the Word of God, that the result of that enquiry
was, that there was none that did good, no not one. Psm. xiv.
1-3. Rom. iii. 10, &c. Hence therefore when the Lord came
himself from heaven, and came, as he himself saith, 70 seek
and save that which was lost, could Jesus mean, in coming,
not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance, that he
should find such characters as he hath here declared to be
blessed. Oh! how plain, how very plain is it, that the persons
here spoken of are the redeemed given by the Father, made
blessed in the righteousness of the Son, and regenerated and
sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

Reader! If we read the precious words of Jesus in this true
gospel sense, we shall, under divine teaching, discover that all
such as are here spoken of, are blessed in Jesus indeed. The
first feature of character the Lord takes notice of them is, that
they are poor in spirit, not poor in pocket; for outward
circumstances, either in poverty or riches, have nothing to do
with inward grace. Many that are poor in worldly things, are
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rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom. And many it is to be
feared, by what we behold in the world, are poor in this life,
and will be poor to all eternity in the life to come. But the
poor in spirit, means poor in soul concerns. They know,
through the Lord’s teaching, their spiritual poverty, their lost,
their undone estate before God. They are conscious they owe
ten thousand talents, and have nothing to pay. Ruined in
Adam, they view their lost estate, and are convinced that
there can be no salvation but in Christ. Such Jesus declares to
be blessed, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. They were
chosen in Christ, and are thus training for the everlasting
enjoyment of Christ, to alt eternity.

The Lord next describes them (for they are all one and the
same persons, all that he hath here declared to be blessed:)
as mourners. Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted. And this mark of grace follows the former. The
eye of the soul is no sooner opened to see his state of
poverty and wretchedness before God, but the heart melts at
the view of it. Sin; in-dwelling, in-bred sin, opens a constant
spring of sorrow. Like Paul they cry out, OAh! wretched man
that 1 am! who shall deliver me from this body of death? And
never, until Jesus is opened to their view, in all the glories of
his person, blood, and righteousness; yea, until by the Holy
Ghost, Christ is brought personally home, and applied to the
heart, and formed in the heart the hope of glory, can any
comfort be found. And even to the close of life, the conscious
sense of the remains of in-dwelling corruption, tends, under
grace, to keep open an unceasing spring of our repentance
towards God, while the soul is supported in the assured
interest in Christ; by which, Christ is more and more endeared
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to the heart, to be more in love with him, and more out of
love with themselves, until grace is finished in everlasting
glory. It is such holy mourners, the Lord Jesus saith, shall be
comforted. All the persons of the Godhead do now comfort
them: the word of God is their comfort: ordinances are their
comfort: the promises are their comfort: all the discoveries of
pardoning love, grace, mercy, refreshments, manifestations of
divine love, providences; all and every tendency of the Lord
towards them are full of comfort: and, at length, when they
come to drop the body in the grave, they will be indeed
comforted, for they will be introduced unto the general
assembly of the first-born, and dwell for ever in the joy of
their Lord. Isaiah Ixi. 1. James ii, .5.

In like manner, the whole of the features of character, which
follow, if construed with an eye to the whole tenor of Christ’'s
gospel, plainly show forth whom the Lord Jesus had in view.
Blessed are the meek: not the meekness of suppressed anger
induced by the rigid constraints of philosophy; but the
meekness induced by the fruits of the Spirit of God. Had
Christ meant the mere moral virtue of meekness, such as it is
called of the Stoic; who so much esteemed as the Romans
and the Lacedemonians of old? But yet they perished in their
heathenism and sins. The meekness the Son of God
pronounced blessed, is the meekness inwrought in the soul,
by the gracious influence of God the Holy Ghost. It is learnt of
Jesus. Matt. xi. 29. It is wholly from Jesus. John xv. 4, 5. And
it is his regenerated members of whom he saith, the Lord will
beautify the meek with salvation. Psalm cxlix. 4. This
meekness of the Lord’s own creating in the soul is of great
price. 1 Peter iv. 3.
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So again, the blessedness is pronounced on them who hunger
and thirst after righteousness. It were a weakness of
judgment indeed, to suppose, that the righteousness such
souls most earnestly desire, is the righteousness of mere
moral honesty and justice between man and man in life.
These things the laws among men enforce, and the Scribes
and Pharisees of our Lord’s days, prided themselves upon
them. Surely no one who reads his Bible can for a moment, if
he thinks rightly, suppose that the Son of God came upon
earth to preach what even unenlightened heathens had
always insisted upon. This would be indeed to run back to the
law of Moses, instead of preaching the Gospel of Christ. But
the righteousness the Son of God had in view, when declaring
these souls blessed which hungered and thirsted for it, was
his own complete righteousness, which alone can justify a
poor sinner in the sight of God. So that in the hungering for it,
the soul gave evident proofs that he had no righteousness of
his own to appear in before God, and therefore earnestly
longed to be clothed with Christ's robe of righteousness, and
garment of salvation. And graciously the Lord Jesus here
declares all such shall not hunger in vain, he who excites the
hunger in the soul, is he who also satisfieth it. And hence the
promises and the performance. Psalm cxxxii. 9—16. Isaiah Ixi.
1,2, 3, 10, 11.

I must not trespass in my Poor Man’s Commentary, to explain
to the full on gospel principles the whole of the characters
which the Lord Jesus hath here drawn, but were it not for
enlarging, | might otherwise show how beautiful a
correspondence they all bear to each other. Blessed are the
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merciful. Not merely kindness to the bodies of men, no nor to
the souls of men only. These are the fruits and effects of the
mercifulness the Lord Jesus speaks of, and not the thing
itself. But the mercifulness Jesus pronounceth blessed, is that
mercy of soul inwrought by the regenerating influence of the
Holy Ghost, and from an union with Christ, the mercy of
mercies. And from this source within, this union and
communion with Christ, all the gracious acts will flow forth in
mercy to others, and which the blessed souls themselves are
receiving from their glorious merciful Head.

Blessed are the pure in heart; made so by regenerating grace;
for by nature the heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked. Jerem. xvii. 9. Hence the Lord promiseth
his people to take away the heart of stone, and give them an
heart of flesh. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. The people that are
blessed are those whose hearts the Lord hath changed, who
are indeed holy and pure in the cleansing and justifying purity
and holiness of the Lord their Righteousness; but who feel
conscious of the remains of indwelling corruption under which
they groan. They see God in Christ in all the blessedness of
salvation here in the life that now is, and they shall see him in
the complete enjoyment of him in the life of glory that is to
come.

The peace-makers are said to be blessed. But of whom doth
Christ speak? Not simply peace-makers between man and
man in the strifes of the world, for there is no peace saith my
God to the wicked. Neither can it mean a man making his
own peace with God, for that is impossible. Christ is the alone
peace-maker, in making our peace in the blood of his cross.
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But the peace-makers here said to be blessed, shall be called
the children of God. They are proved to be so by adoption
and grace. And that peace of God which ruleth in their hearts,
will manifest itself in acts of peace among them which makes
peace.

And the blessedness to those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, and reviled falsely for Christ's sake, very
plainly refer not to the mere act of persecution or reviling, but
when those acts of cruelty are shown to the followers of the
Lord Jesus on Ais account, and for their attachment fo Aim.
Then, and then only, is it said by the Lord to be blessed.

I have studied as much brevity as possible in my illustration of
those characters, that I might not unnecessarily swell the
pages of the Poor Man's Commentary. But | hope enough
hath been said in proof that our Lord’s expressions are wholly
to be considered on Gospel principles, and that the
blessedness he pronounceth is the privilege of his redeemed
in him.

(MATTHEW 5:13-16)

*Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing,
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. (14) Ye
are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid. (25) Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. (Z6) Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
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Well may the Lord’s people rejoice, convinced of their interest
in him. Luke x. 20. Philip. iii. 3. But with respect to the
reward. the Lord speaks of, let not the Reader for a moment
overlook the cause. It is all of grace, not of debt. All on
Christ’s account, not their own. Ephes. ii. 8, 9. Rom. xi. 6. And
blessed is the example of the Prophets in this particular. Heb.
xi. 33. to the end. James v. 10, 11. The figures of sa/t and
light are very expressive. Christ is the salt of the covenant.
Levit. ii. 13. Numb. xviii. 19. with Mark ix. 49. Christ is the
light of the world. John i. 4. And hence by so much as there is
of Christ in his redeemed, by so much salt and light is there in
the world. And well is it for the world that Christ’s seed are in
the earth. For without this salt the whole other wise would be
in a state of putrefaction; and without this light the whole
would be in a state of darkness. Oh! the blessedness of such

a state of the church. Such honor have all his Saints! Philip. ii.
15.

(MATTHEW 5:17-18)

*Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. (Z8) For verily | say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

In this passage, we meet with the word Amen, or Verily, for
the first time, and therefore, once for all, | beg to observe
upon it, that it is of the highest import when used by Christ. It
is indeed one of his precious names. Jesus therefore, in the
use of it, puts his name to what he delivers. See lIsaiah Ixv.
16. Rev. iii. 14. | must refer the Reader, for the sake of
shortness, to my Poor Man’s Concordance for the full
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explanation of it; he will find it under the article Amen in that
little work.

Reader! do not fail to remark what the Lord Jesus here saith
of the law, for most blessed it is to behold him as our law-
surety, and our law-fulfiller. For as such he becomes the Lord
our Righteousness, and is the end of the /law for
righteousness to every one that believeth. Rom. x. 4.

(MATTHEW 5:19-20)

*Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
(20) For | say unto you, That except your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

These are very strong expressions of Christ, in proof that
nothing short of a whole and complete obedience to the law,
can justify a soul before God. And hence the presumption of
the Scribes and Pharisees. Oh! the folly of the Pharisees of
the present hour! Oh! the blessedness of being found, as Paul
was, in Christ’s righteousness! Philip. iii. 8, 9.

(MATTHEW 5:21-22)

*Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt
not Kkill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the
judgment: (22) But | say unto you, That whosoever is angry with
his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment:
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of
the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger
of hell fire.
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No doubt the Reader would wish to have a clear apprehension
of the words Raca and Fool. The most acceptable service on
these verses | can offer, will be to explain them. Raca, was a
word used by the Jews to imply the utmost abhorrence, as if
a man was spit upon, which was a mark of the greatest
contempt among that people. For a man to call another Raca,
was to call him a graceless wretch. But the word Fool, in the
sense here intended, was, if possible, worse; for it implied
one predestinated to everlasting misery; meaning a child of
hell. Matt. 23-33. Jude 4. Nothing can be. more proper than
to have a just conception of those terms, and of the sense in
which our Lord meant them. The word fool, when meaning a
person dull or slow of understanding, totally differs from the
word fool as here referred to by Christ. The Lord himself
called his disciples fools in this sense, for their dullness of
apprehension. Luke xxiv. 25. And both Paul and James, his
Apostles, did the same upon similar occasions. 1 Cor. xv. 36.
Gal. iii. 1. James ii. 20. But the folly which implies a state of
reprobation, is totally different from this weakness of the
mind. Isaiah speaks of it, chapter xxvii. 11. For it is a people
of no understanding, meaning, to whom no grace is given.
Not children of the kingdom, but the children of the wicked
one; therefore he that made them (saith the Prophet) will not
have mercy upon them, and he that formed them will show
them no favour. In this sense, for any man to decide upon
another, and say, thou fool! thou child of hell! is to endanger
his own state before God. The Lord Jesus, who knows the
heart, and knows them that are his, might truly, as he did, tell
some in his day, that they were of the generation of vipers,
and who could not escape the damnation of hell. But none
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but the Great Searcher of Hearts can be qualified or
authorized to do so. And it should seem that Moses incurred
the displeasure of the Lord, for calling the Lord's People
Rebels, (which is a similar word to that of fool in this place,)
at the waters of Meribah. Numb. xx. 10. | beg to refer the
Reader to my Poor .Man’s Concordance, under the words
Rebel and Rebels.

(MATTHEW 5:23-24)

*Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; (24) Leave
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled
to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

Christ is our New Testament Altar, neither have we any other.
It is painful to hear men call the communion table Altar, a
name which belongs only to Jesus. But seen in this point of
view, when drawing nigh at any time to Jesus, and
recollecting some offence given to our brother, how truly doth
this correspond to the union and harmony subsisting between
Christ and his members, to come to Him as the Head, and to
bring with us, by faith, the whole body in our arms to the
Lord. John xvii. 21. 1 Cor. xii. 25, 26; 27. For the members
dare to have the same care one for another, as one member
of the body hath for its fellow member.

(MATTHEW 5:25-26)

*Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way
with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge,
and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into
prison. (26) Verily | say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come
out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.
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These are sweet verses if referred to that lawsuit we all have,
by reason of sin and transgression, with God. An adversary
doth not always mean the evil spirit. It is indeed one of his
names. 1 Pet. v. 8. But the Lord saith / will be an adversary to
thine adversaries. Exod. xxiii. 22. And the Lord is represented
as an adversary to his people in the day of their sorrow.
Lament. ii. 4. In this sense Jehovah hath a controversy and a
lawsuit with his people by reason of sin, and the Lord Jesus
recommends his church in these verses, to make up the
breach quickly while we are in the way, that is, Jesus himself
is the way, and the only way of reconciliation. Reader! what a
refreshing thought! Christ is our peace. Micah v. 5. God was
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself. Cor. v. 19. And
now there is no condemnation to them that are ‘in Christ
Jesus. Rom. viii. 1. But to those who live and die in the
natural enmity of their mind, Christ becomes the judge, to
whom the ungodly are delivered. John v. 22. Angels are the
officers of judgment. Matt. xiii. 41, 42. And the prison is
explained to us in the Scriptures as Hell, where they will he
cast and remain for ever. Pet. ii. 4. Rev. xx. 15..

(MATTHEW 5:27-30)

*Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt
not commit adultery: (28) But | say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery
with her already in his heart. (29) And if thy right eye offend thee,
pluck it out, and cast /¢ from thee: for it is profitable for thee that
one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into hell. (30) And if thy right hand offend thee, cut
it off, and cast /¢ from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of
thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should
be cast into hell.
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Reader! do not fail to observe the spiritual nature of the law
of God. It is not limited to actions, but includes thoughts. The
heart is the forge where all actions are worked. And whether
they be brought forth into actual deeds or not, in the eye of
the Lord the, intention is the same. Surely the whole earth is
at once brought in guilty before God. It is the grossest
mistake in the world for any man to take shelter from guilt, in
a supposed exemption from this or that particular sin. The
heart sin, the nature sin, the mother sin, it is this which gives
birth to all. And that it doth not break out in all men alike, is
not from any difference in nature, for all are the same, but
from certain restraints, particularly the restraints of grace
Read what the Lord said to Abimelech on this subject, which
may serve to explain the cause to every man. Gen. xx. 6.

(MATTHEW 5:31-32)

*It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him
give her a writing of divorcement: (32) But | say unto you, That
whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of
fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.

The law made a provision for the putting away a wife in cases
of adultery, Deut. 24. i. &c. But the Lord Jesus saith that this
was permitted only in consequence of the hardness of their
hearts; for from the beginning of the creation of God it was
not so. Mark x. .5, 6, 7, &c. And what a sweet thought is it to
the souls of God's people married to Jesus, that,
notwithstanding all their adultery and spiritual fornication, our
gracious Husband never put his wife away. See those blessed
Scriptures in confirmation. Isaiah liv. .5, &c. Jerem. iii. 1.
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Hosea ii. 19. 20. And though the Lord in several scriptures
speaks of the justice of the deed, Jerem. iii. 8. Hosea ii. 2. yet
the Lord demands where is the bill of divorce, and to which of
his creditors did he sell her. Isaiah I. i. So that there never
was a divorce, for the Lord God of Israel saith, that he hateth
putting away. Malachi ii. 14-16.. Hosea ii. 7.

(MATTHEW 5:33-37)

*Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord
thine oaths: (34) But | say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by
heaven; for it is God's throne: (35) Nor by the earth; for it is his
footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.
(36) Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not
make one hair white or black. (37) But let your communication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of
evil.

What a beautiful train of thoughts arise from those words of
Jesus. Not only the prohibition of the Lord to what is so highly
unsuitable and offensive in oaths and the like, but the
injunction to a simple confirmation of the Yea and Nay among
the followers of Him whose name is Amen.

(MATTHEW 5:38-42)

*Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth: (39) But | say unto you, That ye resist not evil:
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the
other also. (40) And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take
away thy coat, let him have Ay cloak also. (412) And whosoever
shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. (42) Give to
him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee
turn not thou away.

104



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Who can read the justice and equity of that strict law, which
enjoins an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, without
having his mind directed to the contemplation of Christ as our
Surety. In him this law was literally fulfilled, when he who
knew no sin became sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him. Oh! how blessed so to
contemplate Christ. Cor. v. 21.

(MATTHEW 5:43-48)

*Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. (44) But | say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; (45) That ye may be the children of your Father
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. (46)
For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not
even the publicans the same? (47) And if ye salute your brethren
only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?
(48) Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.

Was there ever such a refinement of the most perfect law of
the Lord as is here drawn ? And where shall we look for the
fulfillment of it but in the Lord Jesus himself? He indeed, and
He only, observed it in the fullest extent of it. And therefore
the close of the chapter is express to the purpose with an eye
to him. Be ye perfect; that is, in the perfection of Jesus, for
there is no other way of finding perfection but in him. What
men talk of respecting sincerity for perfection, is a fancy
formed no where but in their own brain. But as the members
of the body partake in all that belongs to the head, so the
members of Christ's body are considered perfect in him. And
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when Jesus saith be ye perfect, he wills what he commands;
his biddings are enablings. Be ye perfect in me. Hence the
answer by the Prophet; Surely in the Lord have |/
righteousness and strength: Or as the apostle renders it,
perfect in Christ Jesus. Isaiah xlv. 24, 25. Coloss. i. 28. 1 Cor.
i. 30.

REFLECTIONS

HAIL! thou Almighty Prophet of thy people, blessed Lord
Jesus! We praise thee for thy gracious proclamation in the
Mount. Oh! grant thy people to be poor in spirit, rich in faith,
and heirs of the kingdom. Holy mourners we shall be when
the Lord hath convinced us of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment. And Oh! for that meekness in Jesus, that
hungering and thirsting for Jesus and his righteousness, as
those who are conscious that they have neither in
themselves, and seek all in the Lord. Defer not, O our God, to
induce all those graces of thy Spirit in the hearts of all thy
redeemed, that mercy they may learn from thee, purity of
heart find in thee, and as children of God, may walk in peace
and love, as Christ also hath loved us, and given himself for
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling
savor. And to all the persecutions and revilings of life, be
looking stedfastly to Jesus, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despised the shame, and, is set
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high! And grant
dearest Lord, while learning under the influences of thy Holy
Spirit, to mortify the deeds o the body that we may live. Oh!
for grace to be living out of our selves upon thee and thy
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fulness, and never to lose sight for a moment that thou art in
our stead and law-room all that is here enjoined, and hast
both magnified the law and made it honorable, and fulfilled
the whole for us and our salvation. Yea! blessed Jesus! thou
art the Lord our Righteousness, and all thy people are
righteous in thee. Amen.
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Chapter 6

CONTENTS

This Chapter is a continuation of the former. Most blessedly
the LORD JESUS prosecutes the subject of his Sermon
through the whole of it.

(MATTHEW 6:1-4)

*Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of
them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in
heaven. (2) Therefore when thou doest tfine alms, do not sound
a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily | say
unto you, They have their reward. (3) But when thou doest alms,
let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: (4) That
thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret
himself shall reward thee openly.

The LORD JESUS is here giving instructions concerning the
gift of a/ms. And his directions are so plain that they need no
comment. Alms-giving, when given with an eye to the divine
glory and the real love of men, is the gift of the heart,
therefore there needs no lookers on. What flows from GOD
will tend fo God. JESUS is then in all, and a respect to him is
the aim of all.

(MATTHEW 6:5-8)
*And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are:
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the
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corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily | say
unto you, They have their reward. (6) But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth
in secret shall reward thee openly. (7) But when ye pray, use not
vain repetitions, as the heathen do. for they think that they shall
be heard for their much speaking. (8) Be not ye therefore like
unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of,
before ye ask him.

Here the LORD speaks of prayer, and which is yet more
express in reference to the LORD. Secret it must be between
GOD and the soul, even in the public congregation, for what
indeed is prayer but im-mediate communion, in which the
only parties are JEHOVAH and his people. No lookers-on, no
standers-by, can be supposed to interrupt the conference. But
alas! how little understood by the great mass of what the
world calls worshippers! Strictly and properly speaking, there
can be no prayer, where there is no acquaintance. And until
the Child of GOD is brought into an acquaintance with GOD in
CHRIST, however he may offer a multitude of words, the
heart is not interested, and consequently there is no prayer.
But when we have received the spirit of adoption, and the
new born child of GOD is brought forth into the spiritual life,
instantly the cry of the soul is, Abba, Father! Reader! if the
LORD the HoLY GHOST hath awakened your soul,
regenerated your nature, and brought you into an heartfelt
acquaintance with GOD in CHRIST, your own feelings, under
divine teaching, will form the best comment on those precious
words of JESUS; for you then know all that the LORD hath
here said of secret communion with your Father. But
otherwise, in secret or in public, you are a stranger to real
prayer. Every graceless person is a prayerless person.
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(MATTHEW 6:9-13)

*After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. (Z0) Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth, as /¢ /s in heaven. (11) Give us this day our daily
bread. (Z2) And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
(13) And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

We have here the pattern of prayer; which the LORD JEsus
himself hath given. It were to hold up a small taper to the
sun, to attempt an explanation of it, so plain, so evident, and
S0 suited to every capacity. | only desire for myself, and every
one whom God the HoLY GHOST directs in the use of it, that
the sweet spiritual sense of it, by his most gracious power,
was incorporated in our very heart, for then we should enter
into the spiritual enjoyment of it, whenever we thus approach
the throne. JEHOVAH in his threefold character of persons, is
indeed our FATHER, as JESUS taught, for he said in the
moment of his departure, when redemption-work was
finished, / ascend to my Father and your Father, to my GOD
and your GOD. John xx. 17. And as we adore him on his
throne in heaven, so we pray that his name may be hallowed
on earth, and his kingdom of grace be established here
among all his redeemed, as his kingdom of glory is, and will
be, established above to all eternity. And the bread we pray
for in the daily supply, is not simply the bread of the body
which perisheth with using, but the bread of the soul, and
which endureth to everlasting life, even JESUS himself, the
living bread, of which whosoever eateth shall live for ever. As
Christ is the gift of God, so the cry of the hungry Soul is, Lord!
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evermore give us this bread! The pardon of sins the renewed
soul needs daily, hourly, as he needs the bread of life. And
therefore the petition comes in very sweet for forgiveness to
our sins, as we delight to forgive the trespasses of others.
And as the LORD alone can keep his people in the hour, and
from the power of temptation, So JESUS hath graciously
taught us to pray that the LORD would keep us from the evil
one who goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. And most blessed is the concluding part, in ascribing
all glory to the LORD. For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things, to whom be glory for ever. Rom. xi. 35.
JESUS puts his name to the whole. Amen. And unless Jesus
doth so, our Amen is nothing. It were to be devoutly wished,
that every individual, in every congregation, would consider
this when the Amen is pronounced. It should be done with
the greatest reverence and solemnity, and with an eye to
Christ. For it is not simply saying, as some have interpreted
the word Amen, so be it, or be it so; thereby giving our
confirmation to what hath been spoken. But it is calling upon
the Lord JEsUs by one of his names, even the Amen, to
confirm it. We should feel the striking nature of the
expression, if at the end of sermons, or prayers, or in any
other part of our ordinances, we were solemnly to close all
with saying JEsus. But yet in fact we do this when we say
Amen. For this is as truly the name of the Lord JESUS as any
other. May the Lord give both to Writer and Reader a right
understanding in all things!

(MATTHEW 6:14-15)
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*For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you: (75) But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

We must not suppose from those expressions at the close of
the LORD’S prayer, as if the condition of our forgiveness was
suspended upon our forgiving of others. Our glorious Lord
could not be supposed to mean this, because our pardon and
acceptance with GOD is wholly on CHRIST'S account. But it is
meant as a blessed evidence of grace. Paul, his servant,
marks the feature of a renewed heart as a precious token of
Jesus’ love reigning there; be ye kind (saith he) one to
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for CHRIST'’S sake hath forgiven you. Ephes. iv. 32.

(MATTHEW 6:16-18)

*Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear
unto men to fast. Verily | say unto you, They have their reward.
(17) But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy
face; (18) That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy
Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret,
shall reward thee openly.

We have our LORD'S direction in these verses concerning the
proper observance of Fasts. In which Jesus doth not condemn
seasons of humbling the soul, but he reproves the Pharisaical
method of pretending to mortify the body. Perhaps nothing in
the Church of CHRIST hath opened to greater evil under the
cloak of religion, than Fasts and pretended Fasts. It was the
reproach those Pharisees of our LORD’S days presumed to
throw upon the SON of GOD himself and his disciples, that
they observed them not. Why (say they) do the disciples of
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John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the disciples
of the Pharisees, but thine eat and drink? Luke v. 33. How
little do they know the true spirit of the Gospel of Christ, who
consider an abstinence from food as a real fast of the soul
towards God! Fasts and Festivals, the former to mortify, and
the latter to gratify the body, what are these things in the
view of the LORD? The kingdom of GOD /s not meat and
arink, but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost. Rom. xiv. 17. And we may say upon all those things as
the Apostle doth wupon another occasion; for meat
commendeth us not to God, for neither if we eat are we the
better, neither if we eat not are we the worse. 1 Cor. viii 8. It
is astonishing to behold, what the pride and corruption of our
poor fallen nature prompts us to do, in substituting anything
in the place of real vital godliness. Oh! what would we give or
suffer, in respect to the body, to atone for the sin of the
soul?” And the reason is obvious, could men but see it. For it
tends to gratify the pride of our unhumbled nature. Anything
but Christ. To rely wholly upon the person, and finished
salvation of the LORD JEsus, who but those taught by the
Spirit of Jesus can fully do it? But those things which the
Apostle saith, have indeed a show of wisdom in will, worship,
and humility, and neglecting the body. Oh! how much they
tend to lead the heart from Christ, in stead of directing o
Christ. Coloss. ii. 16, to the end,

(MATTHEW 6:19-24)

*Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:
(20) But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: (21) For where your treasure is, there will your
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heart be also. (22) The light of the body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. (23) But
if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great /s that
darkness! (24) No man can serve two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

These directions of our LORD are so very plain that they need
no comment. | detain the Reader, however, just to ask, the
guestion, not to decide upon that verse: /f therefore the light
that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness? Doth
not JEsus allude to that kind of head-knowledge, void of
heart-influence, which devils and some men possess; whereby
they have a clear apprehension of the great truths of GOD,
but no affection towards them. Such was that of Balaam.
Numb. xxiv. 3, 4. His eyes (he saith himself) were opened,
but no regeneration of heart. He knew the LORD, but felt no
love towards him. The devils in the days of our LORD gave
the same testimony. We know thee who thou art, the HOLY
ONE of GOD! Luke iv. 33, 34. But Balaam, in the midst of this
knowledge, hired himself out to curse the people of GOD. And
devils remain devils with the full conviction of the GODHEAD
of CHRIST, and his great salvation upon them. Reader! think
what an awful state, to have an historical head-knowledge of
the LORD JESUS only; void of a life-giving, soul-renewing
grace, from the Spirit of Christ! And what increased sorrows
will this very knowledge induce in another world?

(MATTHEW 6:25-34)

*Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye
shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than

114



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

raiment? (26) Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? (27)
Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his
stature? (28) And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they
spin: (29) And yet | say unto you, That even Solomon in all his
glory was not arrayed like one of these. (30) Wherefore, if God so
clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of
little faith? (31) Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
(32) (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
(33) But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you. (34) Take therefore
no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day /s the evil thereof.

Who can add to the beauties, as well as doctrines of those
blessed words of JESUS, by any attempted illustration. | have
often read the contents of those sweet verses, and always |
hope with increasing delight. Oh! who considers the eternal
love of God, in Christ, to his church and people, can pause a
moment with any doubt of his everlasting watchfulness and
care in all the departments of nature, providence, grace, and
glory. Chosen in Christ, blessed in Christ, preserved in Christ,
and called! Ephes. i. 3-5. 2 Tim. i. 9 Jude 1. And in his
providential mercies, how constant and unremitting, Isaiah
xxvii. 3. Job. xxxvi. 7. how tender, Isaiah Ixvi. 13 Zech. ii. S.
Isaiah xxxi. 5. how new and seasonable, Lament. iii. 25. and
how sure and everlasting. Isaiah liv. 10. If | detain the Reader
one moment longer over these verses | hope he will pardon
me. | beg him to observe, if he hath not before, the very
great beauty in the images here made use of to express the
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love contained in those expressions of JESUS. Behold the
fowls of the air! Not the fowls of the barn, not the poultry, fed
daily by some appointed hand, but the fowls of the air, who
have neither store-house nor barn, and whose lodging of
tonight may be taken away before the morrow, and they are
obliged to seek a new one. Behold the lilies of the fie/d’ Not
the cultivated and watered plants of the garden, but the lilies
of the field, exposed to be trodden down by the feet of the ox
or the ass, and plucked up by every traveler And doth JESUS
give beauty to those, and which perhaps hath no eye but his
to see their beauty? Doth JESUS watch them and water them
and cause his sun to shine upon them? Oh! then, ye
redeemed of the LORD, ye that are the purchase of his blood,
yea, if possible, more than even this; part of himself and
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones, can he
forget you, overlook you, yea, overlook and forget himself!
Precious LoRD JESUS! | would say, both for myself and every
one of thy children, give us all grace to leave all our concerns
with thee, and anxious only to be found of thy kingdom,
regenerated by thy Holy Spirit, adopted into the family of
Christ and GOD, and justified in thy all-sufficient
righteousness, we may take no thought for the morrow,
knowing that whether we live we live to the LoRD, or whether
we die we die to the Lord, so that living or dying we arc the
Lord’s.

REFLECTIONS

READER! Pause over this part of our REDEEMER’s sermon, as
over the preceding portion of it, and let us both look up for
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grace in the teaching of GOD the HOLY GHosT, to gather the
many precious instructions it contains. Jesus presupposeth
that his redeemed give alms according to the ability he hath
given them. And if you and | have received of the wupper
springs of the Lord’s grace, shall we not be ready to give, and
glad to distribute of the nether springs of the LORD’S bounty?
Not dear LORD to be seen of men, no! nor with the most
distant view to recommend ourselves to thee, All we have is
thine, and of thine own do we give thee, in imparting of what
we have to refresh the bowels of our poorer brethren. Oh !
for grace that all may be done from thee, and for thee, and
from love fo thee.

And in our approaches to thy throne in prayer, oh! grant that
all may be in and through the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
For if Lord we have found peace in the blood of thy cross, our
access to the Father will be by one Spirit through thee. Not to
be seen of men, but graciously accepted of GOD in CHRIST,
through CHRIST, and both in the words and works of CHRIST.

In the abstinence of the body, and in the humblings of the
soul, in dying daily to the world, and crucifying the flesh with
its affections and lusts, oh! for grace from CHRIST to be
walking daily with CHRIST, casting all our care upon him who
careth for us. And while seeking, above all things, the
kingdom of GOD and his righteousness, may we be for ever
on the look-out for the glorious appearing of the great GOD
and our SAVIOR Jesus CHRIST. Even so Lord prepare us for
thy corning! Amen.
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Chapter 7

CONTENTS

The Lord Jesus /n this Chapter concludes his Sermon on the
Mount, and a very blessed close he makes of it, in comparing
the wise hearers of it to those who build on the Rock, and the
foolish to those who build on the Sand.

(MATTHEW 7:1-11)

*Judge not, that ye be not judged. (2) For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you again. (3) And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam
that is in thine own eye? (4) Or how wilt thou say to thy brother,
Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam /s
in thine own eye? (5) Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out
of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the
mote out of thy brother’s eye. (6) Give not that which is holy unto
the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. (7)
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you: (8) For every one that asketh
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened. (9) Or what man is there of you, whom if his
son ask bread, will he give him a stone? (Z0) Or if he ask a fish,
will he give him a serpent? (Z1) If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your
Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?

I pass over the several most blessed things which the Lord
Jesus here treats of, as being in themselves so plain, and by
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Him so beautifully expressed, as to render all explanation
unnecessary. But | detain the Reader at the close of the
passage, to beg his special, and particular attention to that
unequalled argument the Lord Jesus condescends to make
use of, in representing the great, predisposing grace of our
heavenly Father to bless his children, under the figure of the
solicitude of an earthly parent. It is as if Jesus had said; Is a
poor worm of the earth, one of the fallen sinful sons of Adam,
so prompt to listen to the cries of his children because he is a
father, as to give them the best things the moment they ask
them; think then how earnest the Great Father of mercies
must be to give his Holy Spirit to his children, and who hath
already given the greatest of all blessings, and unasked as it
was, .when giving them his only begotten Son. John xiv. 16,
17.

(MATTHEW 7:12)
**Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.”

This golden rule needs no comment. Oh! that all the follower,
of the Lord Jesus made it their rule with all men. It is said of
one of the heathen emperors, Alexander Severus, that he was
so great an admirer of this maxim, that he caused it to be
written for public use, and often mentioned it in honor of
Christ and the Christian religion. What a reproach to
Christians who act not up to it!

(MATTHEW 7:13-23)
*“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide /s the gate, and broad /s
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go
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in thereat: (Z4) Because strait /s the gate, and narrow /s the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (25) Beware
of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves. (Z6) Ye shall know them by
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
(17) Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. (Z8) A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
(19) Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire. (20) Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them. (21) Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven. (22) Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works? (23) And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

Nothing can be more interesting than what the Lord Jesus
hath here said. And no form of words can be more decisive to
mark the godly man from the hypocrite. I only detain the
Reader to observe, how very awful those words of Christ are
concerning false Teachers, in the great day of account.
Preaching or prophesying in the name of Christ, and doing
even miracles in the name of Christ, these are no proofs of
the regeneration of the preacher’'s own heart. And very awful
will it be then found; if there be no union With Christ here,
there can be no communion with Christ to all eternity. And
observe, that the Lord Jesus doth not say that this will be the
portion of a few, but many! Oh! for grace to be found among
the blessed few who have Christ formed in their hearts, the
hope of glory

(MATTHEW 7:24-29)
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**Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon
a rock: (25) And the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it
was founded upon a rock. (26) And every one that heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: (27) And the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. (28)
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the
people were astonished at his doctrine: (29) For he taught them
as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

Here the Lord closeth his discourse, and plainly showeth
whose, are his from the men of the world. Christ is the Rock
of Ages. The Precious Corner Stone Jehovah hath laid in Zion.
And all that believe in him shall never perish, but have
everlasting life. While on the contrary, those who build on the
sand of their own attainments, when the storms of life come
upon them, sink under the unequal pressure, and are buried
in the everlasting ruins of their own confusion, and shall never
come to the habitations of the blessed. The close of the Lord’s
sermon was; as might be expected. They were astonished at
his doctrine. He spake as never man spake, and his word was
with power.

REFLECTIONS

Reader! having gone over the whole of this blessed Sermon of
Christ, let us sum up the contents, and beg of God the Holy
Ghost to write all the gracious truths contained in it in our
hearts. And while we hear the Lord giving to his Church the
Whole Gospel of Salvation, oh! what a blessed consideration
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is it, that Jesus himself hath fulfilled all, and is all to his
redeemed. Never may, the Church of Jesus forget this, but
receive Christ as the Father’s gift, and the complete salvation
of Jehovah to the end, or the earth!

Precious, blessed Lord Jesus! so may my soul hear these
sayings. of thine, and embrace them, that building upon thee
as the foundation, the superstructure, and the whole, both of
Law and the Prophets, when the Lord shall arise to shake
terribly the earth, I may be found firm on the rock, against
which the gates of hell shall never prevail. Despised as thou
hast been, and still art, by Jews and false

Christians, and a stone of stumbling and rock of offence; yet
to me be thou more precious than the mountains of spices. In
thy person, work and offices; in thy character and relations; in
thy complete righteousness and salvation; be thou my Lord,
my hope, and everlasting portion. Lord grant that | may never
build on the sandy performance of any thing of my own, or
mix up with thy complete work the hay and the stubble of any
legal righteousness, which can stand no wind of the day of
God’s wrath; but be thou the all in all, of all grace here, and
of glory for ever. Amen.
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Chapter 8

CONTENTS

We have here the Lord Jesus confirming his word by miracle.
Jesus cleanseth a Leper, healeth the Centurion’s servant, the
mother-in-law of Peter, with many others, stilleth the waves
of the sea, casteth out devils from two poor creatures, and
permitteth them to enter into the swine.

(MATTHEW 8:1-4)

**When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes
followed him. (2) And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped
him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. (3) And
Jesus put forth A/s hand, and touched him, saying, | will; be thou
clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. (4) And Jesus
saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, show
thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for
a testimony unto them.”

Though this act of cleansing the Leper is by Matthew recorded
as the first of Christ’s miracles, yet we have no authority so to
conclude, for John records the first miracle to have been at
the marriage feast, John 2:14. And Mark and Luke do not
place it in the same order, Mark 1:40, Luke 5:12. And some
have thought that this man was Simon the Leper. Matt. 26:6.
But the chief points to be regarded in the history of this man’s
cleansing will be more to our purpose to attend to. The
leprosy was a disease so peculiar, that it was always
considered as a mark of divine displeasure on those who were
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visited by it. Hence Miriam, the sister of Aaron was smitten by
it. Numbers 12:10, &c. Gehazi the servant of Elisha. 2 Kings
5:27. Uzziah the king of Judah. 2 Chron. 26:19, &c. And as
the disease was considered as coming from the Lord in
judgment, so it was deemed unlawful by the Jews in any to
attempt to heal it. This was the Lord’s sole prerogative. 2
Kings 5:7. Add to these, the unhappy persons afflicted by it
were shut out, and precluded all civil and religious
communion.

Now what the leprosy is to the body, such is sin to the soul.
None but God can pardon the sinner, and nothing but the
blood of Christ can cleanse the sinner. So that the whole of
our nature, by reason of sin, is leprosy before God. The
representation of this cleansing was set forth under the Law.
Levit. 14. But it is the Gospel of Christ, which gives us the
only possible cure in the person, work, and righteousness of
God our Savior. Ezek. 36:25, &c. 1 John 1:7.

This poor creature, which came to Jesus, is the representative
of every poor sinner, when convinced of the leprosy of sin,
from the teaching of God the Holy Ghost. Such an one is
convinced of Christ's ability, because God the Spirit hath
taught him who Christ is, and what Christ is able to perform.
But it appears, that this man’s faith was but slender; for
though he had no doubt of Christ’s ability, yet he had doubts
whether the Son of God would exercise it towards him. Lord,
(said he) /if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean! |1 beg the
Reader to remark this weakness of faith. Perhaps my Reader
knows somewhat of the same in his own experience. And if
so, may the Lord put a cry into his heart, that he may say
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with the Apostles, Lord! /ncrease our faith! But when he hath
done this, let him look unto Jesus, in his tenderness to this
poor man, and observe, that the weakness of his faith, did
not restrain Christ's mercy and power. For we are told, Jesus
put forth his hand and touched him, saying, 1 will, be thou
clean: and immediately his leprosy was cleansed. |1 beg the
Reader to observe with me, not only the gracious act of
Christ's healing him, but touching him also in doing it.
Touching a leper! Yes! Jesus, though made in the likeness of
sinful flesh, contracted none of our pollutions when taking our
flesh. His unspotted purity could not be defiled by an union
with our nature. The sun shines, and imparts all its warmings,
healings, life-giving properties, but yet contracts no
defilement from the dung-hill objects to which it
communicates those blessings. And Jesus sheds his blissful,
sin-withering, soul-cleansing influence, without being tainted
with the maladies of defiled churches, and defiled souls, into
which he, shines, and on which he ariseth, as the Sun of
righteousness, with healing in his wings. Malachi 4:2.

The precept which the Lord gave him, to tell no man of his
cure, seems to have been intended, not with a view to
conceal the knowledge of the mercy he had received from the
world; but only that he should first make it known to the
priest, as had been enjoined by the law. Our first
acknowledgments for all mercies, and especially for Spiritual
mercies, in the salvation of our souls by the Lord Jesus Christ,
are due to the Lord Jesus, our Almighty High Priest, the
Author and Giver, of our blessings, is first to be eyed and
acknowledged in our blessings. But when this is done, it is a
suited frame of mind to call upon the whole world to the
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contemplation of the divine goodness towards us. O come
hither and hearken, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you
what he hath done for my soul. Psalm 66:16.

(MATTHEW 8:5-13)

**And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto
him a centurion, beseeching him, (6) And saying, Lord, my
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. (7)
And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. (8) The
centurion answered and said, Lord, 1 am not worthy that thou
shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my
servant shall be healed. (9) For | am a man under authority,
having soldiers under me: and | say to this man, Go, and he
goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant,
Do this, and he doeth /t. (10) When Jesus heard /¢, he marvelled,
and said to them that followed, Verily | say unto you, | have not
found so great faith, no, not in Israel. (ZZ) And | say unto you,
That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
(12) But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (23) And
Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast
believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in
the selfsame hour.”

We have here another of Christ’s miracles. Capernaum was a
City of Galilee, not far from Nazareth. A century, on was an
officer among the Romans. This man had a servant sick of the
palsy. Luke, in his account of this case, saith, that the servant
was dear unto his master. Luke vii. 2, &c. Be that as it may, it
appears that the centurion, though a Gentile, had such views
of Christ, as none but the Lord could have given him. Reader!
what a precious thought it is to us poor Gentiles; that in
Christ Jesus there /s neither Jew nor Greek; bond nor free; for
we are all one. And if we be Christ's, then are we Abraham’s
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seed, and heirs according to the promise. Gal. iii. 28, 29. If |
detain the Reader a moment, longer in the contemplation of
this miracle of Jesus, it shall be to observe two or three of the
striking features in this man's faith. Such was his
apprehension of Christ's power, that he said it was
unnecessary for Jesus to come to see the patient; for his
word only would heal. What could manifest his belief of the
Godhead of Christ more than this? And his sense of his own
unworthiness, became another testimony what views he had
of Jesus. There is a great beauty, as well as strong reasoning,
the centurion made use of, respecting the exertion of Christ’s
power. As the soldiers under his command, must go, or come,
at his pleasure; so the whole army of diseases, he knew,,
were under the controul of Christ. Think, Reader! what faith
there must have been in this Gentile? Do not overlook the
11th verse in this passage! But if such was the faith of the
centurion, what grace doth the whole manifest of the person
of Jesus, the great Author, and Giver of faith, from whom
every portion of it the centurion had received? Oh! thou dear
Lord, do thou increase our faith!

(MATTHEW 8:14-17)

**And when Jesus was come into Peter’'s house, he saw his wife’s
mother laid, and sick of a fever. (Z5) And he touched her hand,
and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them.
(16) When the even was come, they brought unto him many that
were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with Ais
word, and healed all that were sick: (Z7) That it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”
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What a beautiful representation is here made, in a short
compass, of the lovely, and all-loving Jesus! With a word only
the Lord healed! Think of his sovereignty: think of his grace
And let not the Reader overlook what its said of his taking our
infirmities, and bearing our sicknesses, Mark, | pray you, it is
said, that Himself did it. Jesus Christ personally did this. It is
the Person of Christ, as God-man, in this instance, we are
everlastingly to keep in view, Not the person of the Father,
neither the person of the Holy Ghost, for neither of those
glorious persons took our nature but the person of Jesus,
God-Man-Mediator. And | very earnestly desire the Reader to
pause a moment over the wonderful relation. Himself took our
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. In himself, there was no
possibility of his becoming sick; for sickness is the sole effect
of sin; and as there was no taint of sin in his holy nature,
there could be no sickness, which is the sole consequence of
sin: yet, as by imputation he bore our sins; so by sympathy
he bore our sicknesses. Yea, in this sense, he knew and felt
more what sin, and the sorrows of sin and sickness are, than
the sinners themselves for whom he bore them. For as Jesus
sustained the persons of his redeemed; so he sustained their
sorrows. He that felt the whole weight and burden of their
sins, and the divine wrath as their surety, must have known
more, and felt more, both of the bitterness of sin itself, and
all the dire effects of it, than the whole body of sinners
themselves. And if, as it is said, the righteous soul of Lot was
vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked, day by day,
(2 Peter ii. 7.) what must have been the feelings of the Lord
Jesus, during his whole life upon earth, in beholding the sins
of his redeemed, and which he himself bore; and for which he
gave himself a ransom. Reader! do not dismiss this view of
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the passage, before that you have first considered what a
most blessed opening it gives us of the person of our Lord.
And let me add, that of all the arguments under the grace of
the Holy Ghost, to restrain from the commission of sin in the
Lord’s people, this is the highest and the best. Oh! what a sad
return for such unequalled love! A child of God might well say
with Joseph, when tempted, how can | do this great
wickedness, and sin against God. Gen. xxxix. 9. Rom. viii. 13.

(MATTHEW 8:18-22)

**Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave
commandment to depart unto the other side. (Z9) And a certain
scribe came, and said unto him, Master, | will follow thee
whithersoever thou goest. (20) And Jesus saith unto him, The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air Aave nests; but the Son
of man hath not where to lay Ais head. (21) And another of his
disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
father. (22) But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead
bury their dead.”

As this is the first place in the Gospel we meet with the
phrase Son of Man, in reference to the person of Christ; and
especially as it is a phrase the Lord Jesus was pleased
frequently to make use of, and delighted in; | beg the Reader
not to pass it by hastily. I do not presume to speak decidedly
upon it, but yet I would humbly ask, Did not the Son of God
take pleasure in showing thereby, his wonderful
condescension, and his wonderful love to our nature. Think,
Reader! what an endearment of character it is in Jesus. You
and |1 might welt exceed Solomon’s surprize. He thought it a
matter, as well he might, of infinite surprize, that the Lord
should condescend to dwell by his gracious presence in the
temple. But had Solomon lived to see, as you and | have
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done, God tabernacling in substance of our flesh, what would
he then have said! Precious Jesus, dwell in me, and reign and
rule in me, and be my God, and cause me to be thy servant!
Amidst this great multitude, and amidst the forwardness of
one, and the backwardness of another, how few truly
followed Christ? The dead in trespasses and sins, do indeed
bury their dead; for to be carnally minded is death. And all
that are Christless and unregenerate, are dead while they live.
1 Tim. v. 6.

(MATTHEW 8:23-27)

**And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him.
(?4) And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea,
insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was
asleep. (25) And his disciples came to A/m, and awoke him,
saying, Lord, save us: we perish. (26) And he saith unto them,
Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. (27)
But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that
even the winds and the sea obey him!”

What a beautiful representation is here given of the two-fold
nature of Christ. Behold the man, in his human nature,
sleeping! Behold the Godhead, in his divine nature, rebuking
the winds and sea. Let the infidel look at this, and ask
himself, who but the Creator could thus command the mighty
waters? Let not the child of God overlook the sweet
consolation the passage brings with it, to hush all the winds
and storms of life. Jesus may, to your view, be inattentive, as
though he heard not, when the ship of life in which you are
embarked is filling with waves, and when in the distress of
your soul you are crying out, Lord, save, or | perish. But,
remember, God incarnate is with you in the vessel, and he will

130



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

beat the whole up until the time of deliverance. Then will he
do by you, as he did in this instance with his disciples, arise,
and rebuke both winds and sea, and there shall be a great
calm. Storms of fear, and storms of temptation, must all
subside at the command of Jesus.

(MATTHEW 8:28-34)

**And when he was come to the other side into the country of the
Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out
of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that
way. (29) And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to
torment us before the time? (30) And there was a good way off
from them an herd of many swine feeding. (31) So the devils
besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away
into the herd of swine. (32) And he said unto them, Go. And when
they were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and,
behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place
into the sea, and perished in the waters. (33) And they that kept
them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told every thing,
and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils. (34) And,
behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they
saw him, they besought A/m that he would depart out of their
coasts.”

We meet with the relation of this miracle, and somewhat
more particularly enlarged, in the fifth Chapter of Mark’s
Gospel. | refer the Reader therefore to that part of nay
Commentary, for my observations upon it. | only detain the
Reader for the moment, to observe, that the place, though
mentioned differently, is one and the same. Matthew here
calls it the country of the Gergesenes. Mark and Luke call it
the country of the Gadarenes. But as it was on the lake of
Tiberias, right over against Galilee, it is but one and the same.
It was called in the days of Joshua, and indeed long before,
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the country of the Girgashites. Gen. xv. 21 Deut. vii. 1.
Joshua iii. 10. The Syriac version gave it the name of
Gadarenes. Gergesa’and Gadara, was the same city.

REFLECTIONS

Reader! let you and I look on, and behold the wonders of our
wonder-working God. See the leprous man cleansed; the
paralytic healed;, the raging fever subdued; yea, the winds,
sea, and devils, in a moment brought under the word of .our
Jesus. But let us not stop here. He that cleansed the poor
leper in his body, can and wilt cleanse all the leprosy of soul
in his people. He that gave strength to the palsy of nature,
can and will make the crippled in soul to leap as an hart; and
all the feverish lusts of his redeemed, Jesus will subdue! Oh!
thou gracious God of our salvation! no storms of hell, nor
storms of indwelling corruption, nor storms of the world, shall
drown thy people! Jesus, though for a while may appear to
our impatient minds as inattentive, but he hath said, For the
sighing of the poor, and the oppression of the needy, now will
1 arise, saith God! And oh! with what tenderness and fellow-
feeling, the Lord Jesus enters into all the concerns of his
redeemed. Truly Lord, it may be said of thee, thou dost
thyself take our infirmities, and bare our--sicknesses! Oh!
vouchsafe thy continual presence with us! and never, never
Lord, do thou depart out of our coasts!
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Chapter 9

CONTENTS

The Lord Jesus /s here represented in the exercise of his
ministry, working miracles, and going about through all the
cities and villages, preaching his gospel, and healing every
disease of the people.

(MATTHEW 9:1-8)

**And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his
own city. (2) And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the
palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the
sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.
(3) And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This
man blasphemeth. (4) And Jesus knowing their thoughts said,
Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? (5) For whether is easier,
to say, 7hy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? (6)
But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to
forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up
thy bed, and go unto thine house. (7) And he arose, and departed
to his house. (8) But when the multitude saw /z, they marvelled,
and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.”

In the relation of this miracle by Mark, he names Capernaum
as the place where it was wrought; so that this may serve to
teach us, that when Christ’s own city is spoken of, it means
Capernaum, and not Bethlehem, where Christ was born. This
miracle is among the many, one of the highest in confirmation
both of his Godhead, and of his mission as the Messiah. The
Prophet had said, Behold, your God shall come and save you;
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and then shall the lame man leap as an hart. 1saiah xxxv. 4,
5, 6. Observe, the first act in proof of Christ's eternal power
and Godhead which he manifested towards this man with the
palsy, was to pardon his sins. The reasoning of the Scribes
was well founded /n truth, though formed by them in malice,
that none but God himself can forgive sins. And the Lord
Jesus, by the exercise of this authority, and in the cure of the
body, which immediately followed, proved that he was God.
The second act in proof of his Godhead was, that Jesus Anew
their thoughts, and acted upon that knowledge, by telling
them what they thought. This also is the sole prerogative of
Godhead; and this Christ exercised. Jerem. xvii. 10. Rev. ii.
23. And the evidence the Lord Jesus immediately gave of his
person and power in the cure of the palsy, confirmed the
whole beyond a doubt. When the Reader hath duly
considered these grand things in this miracle, | would beg to
call his attention to other considerations, which arise out of it.
In this miracle the Lord Jesus seems to demand attention to
his character as Messiah; for he calls himself the Son of Man.
/t was to be among the features of Him that was to come to
be known under this character. Hence when John sent his
disciples to ask Jesus whether he was the very. person that
should come, or were they to look for another, the Lord Jesus
referred to those testimonies, in proof that he was the very
Son of Man. Compare lIsaiah Ixi. 1. with Matt. ii. 2-6. And
hence Jesus also, in his discourse with the Jews, when they
attacked him for healing the man on the sabbath day,
declared that all authority was given to him to execute
judgment, because he was the Son of Man. So that over and
above his own personal power and Godhead, in the essence
of Jehovah, he here acted in his mediator-character, and
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thereby manifested who he was, anti the great object for
which he came. | pray the Reader, in order that he may have
a clear apprehension of this subject, and to distinguish
between the Son of God’s person, as one of the persons in
the Godhead, and his office-character, as mediator, God and
Man in one person, that he will turn to those scriptures in
proof before he goes further, John v. 17. to the end. John
xvii. 2, 3. Matt. xxvi. 62-65. There is one point more in this
miracle, which merits our earnest attention; namely, the
tenderness and compassion of Jesus, which unasked,
pardoned the sin of the soul, while healing the disease of the
body. Well might the astonished beholders, in the
contemplation of this miracle, express their thankfulness to
God. (But how is in that under such impressions, no saving
conviction of Christ, is said to have been wrought upon their
hearts? The Reader will find an answer to this, and similar
guestions of the like nature, lIsaiah vi. 9, 10. Matt. xiii. 14.
Mark iv. 12. Luke viii. 10. John xii. 40. Acts xxvii. 26. Rom. xi.
8. For other observations on #his miracle, | refer the Reader
to Mark ii. 2-12.

(MATTHEW 9:9-13)

**And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named
Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him,
Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. (Z0) And it came to
pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans
and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. (11)
And when the Pharisees saw /z, they said unto his disciples, Why
eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? (Z2) But when
Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not
a physician, but they that are sick. (Z3) But go ye and learn what
that meaneth, | will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for | am not
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
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The call of Matthew is most interesting, and serves to mark
the distinguishing grace of God. His name from Mattan, a gift,
seems suited to one who received the free gift of the Lord.
Here was no preparation, no enquiry after Christ; no waiting
at ordinances, yea, not so much as a conscious sense in the
heart of Matthew, of his want of salvation. He was sitting in
his gainful office of a Publican, or tax-gatherer: an office
odious to all the people of Israel, and when exercised by a
descendant of Israel, yet more hateful. Such was Matthew;
and so employed, when the Lord Jesus passed by, and called
him from a tax-gatherer, to be an Apostle and Evangelist. Oh!
what grace was here? How truly was that scripture fulfilled, I
am found of them that sought me not. 1saiah 65:1. What an
astonishing instance of mercy was this. How very powerful
must have been the call! How gracious on the part of Jesus.
How surprising to the heart of Matthew? And observe the
instant effects. No sooner doth Jesus call, but Matthew obeys.
And as Jesus opened Matthew's heart to receive him,
Matthew opens his house to welcome Jesus. Neither is this all.
For as this one Publican had found mercy from the Lord,
Matthew invited other Publicans to come and find mercy also.
There is enough in Christ for all. What a lovely view to behold
the Great Redeemer, encircled at Matthew’s table, with
Publicans and Sinners! The murmuring of the Pharisees is just
as might be expected, and such as hath marked Pharisees in
all ages. But what a lovely answer the Lord gave to the
charge. The very character of Christ, as the Physician of the
Soul, naturally led him to haunts of sickness, for the exercise
of his profession. And by referring them to that memorable
passage in the prophet Hosea vi. 6. Jesus took the words as
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applicable to himself in confirmation of his office Jehovah
Rophe, 7 am the Lord that healeth thee. Exod. 15:26.

(MATTHEW 9:14-17)

**Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and
the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? (Z5) And Jesus
said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as
long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come,
when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall
they fast. (Z6) No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old
garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the
garment, and the rent is made worse. (Z7) Neither do men put
new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine
runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into
new bottles, and both are preserved.”

It is wonderful to see how fond men have been in all ages to
substitute any thing, and every thing, in the room of real
godliness, and a change of heart. Fasting and alms-giving,
and services, however costly, shall be set up, provided they
may find pardon to the sins of nature. But all these are not
regeneration. It is the old nature still.

It is still the old creature, only dressed up in a new form: not
transformed in the renewing of the heart. Jesus makes use of
two beautiful similitudes to show the folly of it. The new cloth
put into the old garment; and the new wine into old bottles
neither of which can receive into union what is altogether the
reverse of themselves. The strength of the new cloth will only
tend to rend the old; and the old dried skins of bottles must
burst if new fermenting wine is put into them. In like manner,
the new robe of Jesus’ righteousness cannot be joined to
patch up our filthy rags neither can the new wine of the
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Gospel be received into the old unrenewed skin of nature. But
when the Holy Ghost hath by regeneration made all things
new, and Christ’s righteousness is received as the new robe of
salvation; and the blood of Christ as the wine that maketh
glad the heart of man; both then are preserved and blessed.
Judges 9:13. Ps. 104:15. Isaiah 61:10. See Mark 2:18, &c.

(MATTHEW 9:18-26)

**While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a
certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even
now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall
live. (19) And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his
disciples. (20) And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an
issue of blood twelve years, came behind A/m, and touched the
hem of his garment: (21) For she said within herself, If | may but
touch his garment, | shall be whole. (22) But Jesus turned him
about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good
comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was
made whole from that hour. (23) And when Jesus came into the
ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a
noise, (24) He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not
dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. (25) But when
the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand,
and the maid arose. (26) And the fame hereof went abroad into
all that land.”

We have here two most interesting miracles of the Lord
Jesus; and they are blended into one view, because the one
runs into the other, and both serve mutually to illustrate the
glory of Jesus. The importunity of the poor man, that Jesus
should hasten to his child, and the interruption which took
place from the woman in detaining Christ for her cure, are
finely worked up, both to heighten the miracle, to exercise the
faith of the patient, and to manifest the sovereignty of the
Lord. What an interruption was this woman’s stopping Christ
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to the ardor of the ruler. How he must have felt! .How his
fears must have increased; lest, according to his views, Christ
should come too late. And Mark, in the relation of this miracle
adds to Matthew's account, that while Jesus was speaking
with this woman, there came certain from the ruler’s house
which said, thy daughter is dead, why troublest thou the
master? Mark 5:35. And Luke in like manner, Luke 8:49. Let
the children of God in their exercises of faith, while at any
time the Lord is suspending his gracious answers to prayer, or
brining them into difficulties, or under all their dead and dying
frames, think of this! Remember, it is one thing to feel and
know our own totally lost and helpless state; and another to
have lively faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. For it is not what we
are, but what Christ is. And it is good fo have these, sentence
of death in ourselves, that we may not trust in ourselves, but
in him that raiseth the dead. Oh! the blessedness of entering
into the full enjoyment of those sublime truths of Jesus, when
he saith, / am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth
in me though he were dead, yet shall he live; and he that
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 2 Cor. 1:9. John
11:25-26.

The account of this woman, is uncommonly interesting. Mark,
and Luke, add to the account of her twelve years labouring
under this disease, that she had spent all her living upon
physicians, and had suffered many things of many of them,
and was nothing better, but rather worse. What a striking
representation of the sinner, who is seeking relief to his sin-
sick soul, in any thing short of Christ! Such it is, and such it
must be, in every case, and circumstance of spiritual malady.
None but Jesus can cure. 7welve years, or eighteen years, as
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the woman in the synagogue, (Luke 13:11.) or eight and
thirty years, as the man at the Pool of Bethsaida, (John 5:5.)
are all the same, until Christ is found! Oh! that every poor
sinner, crippled by sin, was made sensible of this: that instead
of looking to Physicians of no value; in tears, and attempted
reforms in their own strength, might, like this woman, be led
to Christ. Job 13:4. We never can sufficiently admire the faith
of this woman; neither can we sufficiently bless Him, who
gave her such strong faith; for she said of Christ, /f / may but
touch his garment I shall be whole. Reader! let us not hastily
pass away from the view of such illustrious faith, in this
daughter of faithful Abraham, without first crying out with the
Apostles, Lord! /increase our faith! | must beg the Reader also
to notice the humbleness of the woman, in the midst of such
exalted faith; she came behind Christ! The greatest faith is
always blended with the greatest humility. Never will a soul
lay lower before God, than when that soul is entering into the
sweetest communion with God. The higher views we have of
the Lord’s grace, the humbler views shah we have of our own
understandings. Gen. 18:97. Ezra 9:56. And | must beg the
Reader also in noticing this woman’s humbleness, in coming
behind Christ, to remark; that our approaches to Jesus, in
every direction, behind, or before, is the same. 7he lamb is in
the midst of the throne. Rev. 7:17. Hence Jesus is acceptable,
all around, and in every direction. 7hey shall come from the
east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the
south. They shall come that are ready to perish. Isaiah 27:13.
So that any poor sensible sinner, who, like this woman, hath
been spending all in pursuits after healing, and found none,
because never looking wholly to Jesus; but now being led by
the Holy Ghost to Christ; though blushing to come before
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Christ in the sight of any fellow creatures, from consciousness
of disease, shall come behind Christ; the touch of faith, the
trust in Christ, will find virtue from Christ; and, like her, the
sinner be made perfectly whole.

We must not dismiss our review of this miracle before that we
have also considered the grace and favor manifested by the
Lord Jesus to this woman; for this is the chief point in the
miracle. Jesus, which had, unknown to her, given her this
lively faith to believe in him, as instantly gave his blessing to
that faith. And however unnoticed, as she might suppose
herself to have been, Jesus gave her to understand, that he
both knew her complaint, and the cure he had wrought for
her. Reader! what a precious consideration it is, that however
unknown our cases are to men, they are all well known to our
God. In the greatest throng, as well as in the secret place,
Jesus sees all, knows all, and both appoints, and will sanctify,
all and every individual case and exercise of his people We
never can sufficiently admire the abundant tenderness the
Lord Jesus manifested upon this occasion, to this poor
woman. She wished the cure to be in secret: but no! Jesus
will have her faith in him made public. His grace to poor
sinners shall be proclaimed thereby; and, her trust in him
shall make her history illustrious through endless generations.
Both Mark and Luke relate this miracle with more particulars
than Matthew; for they observe, that when the woman
touched Christ's garment, Jesus, immediately knowing in
himself what was done, and that healing virtue was gone out
of him, (Reader! mark that, in testimony of his Godhead,
turned himself about, and said, who fouched me? And when
all denied, his unconscious disciples wondered how Jesus
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should make such an enquiry, while such a multitude were
thronging and pressing him. But He, who knew all that had
passed, while looking round to eye her, (as he did in after
days look on Peter, Luke 22:61.) by his grace in her heart,
inclined her to come and look on him. And oh! what a
precious interview then took place, which neither of the
Evangelists could relate; the love, and joy, and thankfulness
to Jesus, in the consciousness of her cure, and the delight in
the heart of Jesus in beholding the blessed effects of his
salvation. Such, Reader! is now the case in every recovered
sinner! And such will be the case of the whole Church of God,
in every individual instance, when the ransomed of the Lord
shall return to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads, they shall ob.. rain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away. 1saiah 35:10.

It is high time to follow Jesus to the Ruler’'s house. Here death
had taken place, and according to all human calculations, all
hope was over. But not so with Him who came to be the life
and light of men. As the Lord Jesus quickeneth the dead in
trespasses and sins, so he was pleased in several instances to
manifest the sovereignty of his power, in raising from the
dead many of the bodies of his people. Matt. 11:5. Oh! with
what ease can Jesus now raise up our dead, and dying
affections! Never should a soul despair that reads this miracle.
Neither when the enemy, or graceless friends would tempt
one to give it over, saying, in words like those who came to
the ruler, thy daughter is dead, trouble not the Master; even
then, when hope seems hopeless: oh! what cannot Jesus
accomplish? And while he saith, be not afraid, only believe,
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may my soul say with one of old; 7hough he slay me, yet will
! trust in him! Job 13:15.

(MATTHEW 9:27-31)

**And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him,
crying, and saying, 7hou son of David, have mercy on us. (28)
And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to
him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that | am able to do
this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. (29) Then touched he their
eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. (30) And their
eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See
that no man know /t. (31) But they, when they were departed,
spread abroad his fame in all that country.”

Concerning this miracle, 1 beg the Reader particularly to
observe, that the cry of those men was evidently the cry of
faith: for the name by which they distinguished Christ, 7hou
Son of David! was, the known character in which the Jews
were taught to expect Christ. And the opening of the blind
eyes was to be a token of his mission. Isaiah 35:5. 42:7.
61:1.

(MATTHEW 9:32-34)

**As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man
possessed with a devil. (33) And when the devil was cast out, the
dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never
so seen in lIsrael. (34) But the Pharisees said, He casteth out
devils through the prince of the devils.”

Let the Reader, as he beholds the succession of miracles, and
remarks the woeful effects of sin, from whence all the
maladies of the world are derived, contemplate the glory and
loveliness of Him who came fo do away sin by the sacrifice of
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himself! Oh! the awful estate of being possessed with an evil
spirit! Such are everlastingly dumb to proclaim the praises of
God. Well is it for us that the Son of God was manifested that
he might destroy the works of the devil. 1 John iii. 8.

(MATTHEW 9:35-37)

**And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every sickness and every disease among the people. (36)
But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion
on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as
sheep having no shepherd. (37) Then saith he unto his disciples,
The harvest truly /s plenteous, but the labourers are few;”

What an interesting sight must it have been to have seen
Jesus thus engaged, preaching the doctrines of grace, and
confirming the word with ministering to all the wants of
nature. And | beg the Reader not to overlook, what is said of
Jesus on those occasions: he was moved with compassion,
that is, the compassions of Jesus were the compassions of
God-Man, the divine and human nature blended. It is most
essential to the proper apprehension of Jesus’ feelings of our
infirmities, always to keep this in view. For the Lord Jesus,
having the same human nature as we have, hath the same
affections, the same feelings as we have. And therefore,
though the infinite perfections of his divine nature, give all
that dignity and power which make his mercies divine, yet
from his human nature being united to the God-Head, his
compassions are no less Auman mercies also, Oh! the
blessedness of such views of Jesus. See Heb. 4:15-16. The
Similitudes of a shepherd, and harvest, are too plain to need
a comment. But as Christ alone is the shepherd of his flock,
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and the Lord of the harvest, the only One who can authorize
to the ministry in the labors of it; we are to pray, but it is the
Lord who must send suited servants to the harvest.

REFLECTIONS

READER! behold your God and Savior in this Chapter. See
how he manifests who he is by what he wrought. As God! he
pardons sin, as in the instance of the Paralytic! He reads the
thoughts and reasonings of men’s hearts, as in the case of
the Scribes. He cures the souls, gives health to the bodies,
raiseth the dead, casts out devils, and as man, yea the God-
Man Christ Jesus, he is moved with coma passion, and his
bowels yearn over the lost estate and misery of our poor,
ruined; and diseased nature. Oh! who that had seen his grace
to Matthew; to the woman with the bloody issue; to the ruler
of the synagogue, and his dead child; to the blind and the
dumb; but must have said with the Prophet, behold your God
/s come to save you! And who that had seen him, at the table
of Matthew, encircled with Publicans anti Sinners, but must
have said, was ever grace like this, in the unequalled
condescension of the Son of God!

Oh! blessed Lord Jesus! do thou now still regard thy people,
still behold them in all the miseries and sorrows of a state of
nature and sin, in their palsied, blind, dumb, dead, and dying
circumstances. Oh! thou Great Shepherd of thy blood-bought
flock! Exalted as thou now art, at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, send forth thine under pastors in thy fold,
and let thine heritage be no longer scattered. Yea! dearest
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Lord Jesus! come thyself and visit them as thou hast said with
thy great salvation, and bring them home to thy fold in
heaven, from all places whither they are now scattered /in the
dark and cloudy day! Amen.

146



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

CHAPTER 10

CONTENTS

In this Chapter we have the call of the Apostles, and Christ’'s
mission given to them, to work miracles, and preach the
Gospel.

(MATTHEW 10:1)

**And when he had called unto A/m his twelve disciples, he gave
them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal
all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.”

We have here the Lord Jesus calling his Apostles. Their
number twelve. Perhaps in allusion to the twelve tribes of
Israel. The Church is. represented by twelve stars. Rev. 12:1.
And the twelve foundations of the New Jerusalem are not
without the same signification. Rev. 21:12-14. Yea, Jesus
speaks of them, as sitting upon thrones to judge the twelve
tribes of Israel. Luke 22:30. The call of every disciple of Christ
is the same. The Holy Ghost, by Peter, shows that the election
of the church is discoverable by it. 2 Pet. 1:10. For if he hath
saved us, he will call us. 2 Tim. 1:9. And whom he calleq,
them he also justified. Rom. 8:30. Oh! how truly evident this
is, in the life of every believer. And in his ministers who are
sent by him (and those unsent by A/m have no authority at
all), how sure the spiritual effects which follow. Jesus’ word,
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by them, works over unclean spirits; and all soul diseases,
and sicknesses, in Jesus’ name and power are healed.

(MATTHEW 10:2-4)

**Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother; (3) Philip, and
Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son
of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; (4)
Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.”

I do not think it necessary to dwell upon the names of the
Apostles, having, in my Poor Man’s Concordance, already
noticed each particular. But shall only briefly observe in this
place, how blessed were those holy men, whose names were
first written in the book of life: all excepting the traitor Judas,
and his place was also marked from all eternity. Acts 1:25.
John 17:12.

(MATTHEW 10:5-15)

**These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying,
Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the
Samaritans enter ye not: (6) But go rather to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. (7) And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is at hand. (8) Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. (9)
Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, (Z0) Nor
scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet
staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. (ZZ) And into
whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy;
and there abide till ye go thence. (Z2) And when ye come into an
house, salute it. (Z3) And if the house be worthy, let your peace
come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you.
(14) And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words,
when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of
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your feet. (Z5) Verily | say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for
that city.”

We have in these verses, the Apostles’ commission, where
they were to preach, and what their preaching was to consist
of; namely, of the near approach of Christ’'s kingdom; that is,
Christ’s Person and Christ’s Salvation. The kingdom of grace
distinguished from the law, and the kingdom of glory to which
that grace led. John 1:17. And what a beautiful view is here
afforded of those holy men going forth with their lives in their
hands to preach Jesus. No gold, no silver, no money in their
purse. And the awful consequence to those who rejected their
preaching is read to us most solemnly, in that, Sodom and
Gomorrah will find more favor at the last day!

(MATTHEW 10:16-42)

*“Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. (Z7) But
beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and
they will scourge you in their synagogues; (Z8) And ye shall be
brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony
against them and the Gentiles. (Z9) But when they deliver you up,
take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given
you in that same hour what ye shall speak. (20) For it is not ye
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.
(21) And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the
father the child: and the children shall rise up against their
parents, and cause them to be put to death. (22) And ye shall be
hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the
end shall be saved. (23) But when they persecute you in this city,
flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have
gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. (24)
The disciple is not above /A/is master, nor the servant above his
lord. (25) It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master,
and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the
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house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his
household? (26) Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing
covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be
known. (27) What | tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light:
and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.
(28) And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill
the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell. (29) Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?
and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.
(30) But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. (31) Fear
ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. (32)
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will 1
confess also before my Father which is in heaven. (33) But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will | also deny before
my Father which is in heaven. (34) Think not that | am come to
send peace on earth: | came not to send peace, but a sword. (35)
For | am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her
mother in law. (36) And a man’s foes shall be they of his own
household. (37) He that loveth father or mother more than me is
not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me. (38) And he that taketh not his cross, and
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. (39) He that findeth his
life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.
(40) He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me
receiveth him that sent me. (41) He that receiveth a prophet in
the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he
that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man
shall receive a righteous man’s reward. (42) And whosoever shall
give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only
in the name of a disciple, verily | say unto you, he shall in no wise
lose his reward.”

Our Lord’s own words are so plain, so beautiful, and so
expressive, that they would suffer rather by the attempt of a
paraphrase and cannot need a comment. | would only beg to
observe upon them, that though they had a special reference
to the first, and immediate disciples of Jesus, yet certainly
Jesus had an eye to all his Apostles; that is, all sent forth by
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the Holy Ghost to preach his Gospel to the end of time.
Persecutions, and the offence of the cross, are never to
cease. Were they to do so, we should lose one of the
evidences of the Gospel. And as Jesus hath promised his
unceasing presence with his people, so in an eminent manner
with his sent servants. And what can express his attention
more than in what the Lord hath closed the chapter with; that
the smallest gift done in the name of Christ, is, in his eye,
done to himself.

REFLECTIONS

Let all the followers of the Lord Jesus, and especially his
Ministers, behold in the commission here given by him to his
Apostles, the love of his heart, and the interest he takes in all
that concerns them. And let not our view of the unfaithfulness
of hirelings in any age of the Church, give the smallest
distress to true Pastors. Jesus chose a Judas to mingle with
his faithful Apostles, though he knew that he was a devil
when he chose him. But though he went in and out with the
disciples, yet had he no part nor lot in the matter; and when
he died, he went, as it is said, fo his own place. Tares with
the wheat, goats with the sheep, are nevertheless as
distinguishable and separate as though they had never come
together. 7he Lord knoweth them that are his. In the end, an
everlasting separation will take place.

In the mean time, the persecution, hatred, and frowns of

every enemy, shall minister rather to the Redeemer’s glory,
than to the smallest injury of the Redeemer’'s cause. And it
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never should be forgotten, that Jesus is with his people
always to the end of the world. Jesus, therefore, looks on,
knows all, sanctifies all, and blesseth all to his people’s good!
And Jesus speaks as in this chapter, to drive away all fear
from the heart of his redeemed. 70 him that over. cometh,
will 1 grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also over,
came, and am sat down with my Father in his throne.
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Chapter 11

CONTENTS

We have in this Chapter the Message of John the Baptist to
Christ, and the Lord’'s answer. Towards the close of it, Jesus
upbraids the cities around him for their hardness of heart, and
unbelief, and thanks his Father for revealing his truths to his
people.

(MATTHEW 11:1-6)

**And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of
commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and
to preach in their cities. (2) Now when John had heard in the
prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, (3) And
said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for
another? (4) Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and show
John again those things which ye do hear and see: (5) The blind
receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the
gospel preached to them. (6) And blessed is /e, whosoever shall
not be offended in me.”

When the Lord Jesus had finished his charge to his disciples,
and was about to depart on his own personal ministry, he
received a message from John the Baptist. We have noticed
somewhat of this wonderful man, chap. 3. to which I refer.
John was now in prison, for honestly telling Herod, that his
intention of taking his brother Philjp’s wife, was unlawful.
Matt. 14:4. John had given the most ample testimony to the
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Redeemer’s person and character, and that not from human
authority, but divine. John 1:30-34. He now sends his
disciples to Jesus for their conviction also. | cannot for a
moment conceive, that JoAn himself had any doubts
concerning Christ, though some writers have ventured to
think so. Let the Reader turn to the Sermon John preached to
the Jews, and judge for himself. John 3:27, to the end. Our
Lord’s answer to John'’s disciples is very striking. | beg the
Reader to turn to those Scriptures which speak of the Messiah
in the Old Testament, and compare them with the life and
ministry of Jesus in the New, and he will at once discover the
beautiful correspondence. Gen. 3:15. 22:17. 49:10. Isaiah
35:4-6. 61:1. 8:14-15. Rom. 11:33. 1 Pet. 2:7-8. And when
the Reader hath duly pondered those blessed scriptures in
proof, I will detain him but for the moment to observe, what a
gracious testimony the Lord himself hath provided for his
poor, doubting, fearful disciples, who, in the absence of
higher evidences, can still say they love his name, amidst all
their weaknesses and undeservings. John 21:17.

(MATTHEW 11:7-15)

**And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes
concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A
reed shaken with the wind? (8) But what went ye out for to see?
A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft
clothing are in kings' houses. (9) But what went ye out for to see?
A prophet? yea, | say unto you, and more than a prophet. (Z0)
For this is Ae, of whom it is written, Behold, |1 send my messenger
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. (71)
Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of women there
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he
that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. (Z2) And
from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. (13)
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For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. (Z4) And if
ye will receive /t, this is Elias, which was for to come. (Z5) He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear.”

The last words in this passage of our Lord’s discourse, implies
somewhat contained in it which requires deep attention. In
this view | conceive the 10th verse to be the most weighty. If
the Reader will turn to the Scripture which the Lord Jesus
guotes from his servant, the Prophet Malachi, (Chap. 3:1.) he
will discover a very striking difference in the manner in which
Jesus useth the words; from what, they are there. In the
words of the Prophet, it is Jehovah the Lord of Hosts speaking
to the Church concerning John.

He shall prepare the way before me. But here, as the Lord of
his temple, Christ is spoken 7o on the same subject; and now
the words are, behold | send my messenger before thy face,
which shall prepare thy way before thee. What a decisive
proof of the Oneness in the divine nature, in the me and thee;
Jehovah's way, and Christ the Mediator’'s way is one and the
same. And what can be more full in point to the Godhead of
Christ? And hence it must undeniably follow, that the way of
both, being one and the same; He, who is the Lord of his
temple, and the Angel of the covenant, is One, with the other
Persons of Jehovah, in nature, in essence, in way, will, and
work; in property, honor, and worship; and in all the divine
attributes, perfections, and glory! Hail! thou Almighty Jesus,
whom all thy people delight in! Oh! for ears to hear what the
Spirit saith concerning time to the Churches! See Chapter 3.
and Commentary throughout.
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If | detain the Reader a moment longer on this discourse of
Jesus, it shall only be to make a short observation on that
passage in it, in which the Lord speaks of the kingdom of
heaven suffering violence, and the violent taking it by force.
There can be no doubt concerning what is meant by the
kingdom of heaven for the whole tenor of scripture refers this
to the kingdom of grace upon all occasions, when speaking of
the things of this life. But the violence this kingdom is said to
suffer, and the being taken by three, these are terms not so
clearly to be understood. The whole tide of Commentators, as
far as | have seen, are all running in one, and the same
opinion, that the words have reference to John’s preaching,
and the effects wrought upon the minds of the multitude
thereby which flocked to his baptism. But I am free to
confess, none of them satisfy my mind upon this subject.
John’s preaching of repentance can hardly be supposed to
imply a violence done to Christ's kingdom, neither did it
produce such an holy earnestness as might carry the
expression of the violent taking it by force. See the parallel
passage. Luke 16:16, | do not presume to speak decidedly on
this, or any other portion of the word of God, which may be
considered in the least of doubtful meaning; but I am rather
inclined to think, the violence Christ’s kingdom is said to have
sustained by John’s preaching, refers more to the opposition
made against it by the powers of darkness, than to the
conciliating the minds of men fo /t by his outward ministry.
John’s chief scope of preaching was, as the herald of Christ,
to testify of his approach, and that now it was very near. The
hellish malice of the enemy is thereby the more excited, in
proportion as Satan knew his kingdom was now tottering in
the center. See Malachi 4:1. And as John called the great
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mass of Pharisees and Sadducees, which came to his baptism,
a generation of Vipers, (See the Commentary on Matt. 3:7.) it
might be said the kingdom suffered violence from them, but
cannot be conceived, that these were among the violent said
to take the kingdom by force. But | leave the Reader to his
own thoughts on the passage, under divine teaching, without
adding aught more upon it.

(MATTHEW 11:16-19)

*“But whereunto shall | liken this generation? It is like unto
children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, (17)
And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we
have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. (Z8) For John
came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil.
(19) The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say,
Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans
and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.”

How just the statement Jesus hath here made, of the
inefficacy both of law and gospel, unaccompanied with the
grace of God. The waywardness of children is a striking figure
in proof. For neither the melody of salvation by Christ, nor the
awful threatenings by the law of Moses, have the least
influence on the ungenerate heart. Reader! think of the
infinite importance of the work of God the Holy Ghost in
conversion!

(MATTHEW 11:20-24)

**Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty
works were done, because they repented not: (21) Woe unto
thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works,
which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. (22) But |
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say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the
day of judgment, than for you. (23) And thou, Capernaum, which
art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in
Sodom, it would have remained until this day. (24) But | say unto
you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the
day of judgment, than for thee.”

Reader! in the view of Chorazin and Bethsaida, and the awful
woe pronounced upon those cities, which had been favoured
with such high privileges, and regarded them not, think what
will be the final condemnation of Great Britain in this
particular? Would Jesus find faith, real saving faith, were he
now to come among us? It is an awful thought! Luke 18:8.
Matt. 7:22-23. Heb.2:3.

(MATTHEW 11:25-30)

*“At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
(26) Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. (27) All
things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and /e to whomsoever the Son will reveal Aim. (28)
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. (29) Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for |
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. (30) For my yoke /s easy, and my burden is light.”

If | were to enter into the full Paraphrase and Comment upon
this most sublime address of Christ to the Father, and the
discourse connected with it to his people, it would swell many
pages. The contracted nature of this work will not allow me. |
must beg, however, the Reader not to pass it over, until that
he hath first remarked with me, how the Lord Jesus thanks
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his Father for the distinguishing grace bestowed upon his
people; that while hiding the wonders of redemption from the
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight, (Isaiah
5:21.) the Lord reveals his mercy unto the humble and the
lowly. And | beg the Reader to observe further, the cause
which Jesus assigns; namely, God’s own appointment. To all
the bold and presumptuous reasonings of the human mind,
which have been or may be hereafter brought forward,
against the exercise of Jehovah's sovereignty, the answer is
direct. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? Surely the
Lord is not called upon to give account of the motives of his
holy will and pleasure, to any of his creatures. One thing we
know, namely, that Ais counsel and purpose must stand, and
he will do all his pleasure,; and that all He doeth is right. His
conduct towards his creatures, is by an unerring Standard. His
mercy is not moved by any good in us, neither is it kept back
by our undeservings; for neither our merit, nor our misery,
can be said to have had any hand in disposing the purposes
of His sovereign will towards us. That the Lord hath taken
occasion from our misery, to magnify the abounding riches of
his mercy, is true; but then his mercy was before our misery,
and his own everlasting love the sole cause of our
blessedness in Christ, therefore our Lord’s own words are
most blessed in point: Even so Father! for so it seemed good
in thy sight!

I must beg to detain the Reader with a short remark more
upon those very blessed words of Jesus, (for very blessed
they are in my view) in which the Lord hath said, that the
knowledge of the persons of the Godhead is wholly in
themselves,; and that none can know the Son but the Father;
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neither can any know the Father save the Son, and /e fo
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. If those words of the
Lord Jesus, were but duly attended to by those who call
themselves Christians, after Christ, and consequently profess
to believe, that what Christ hath said is true, (I mean such as
deny his eternal power and Godhead, of every class and
description,) could they, consistently with their own creed,
presume to so daring an act of impiety, when Jesus himself
hath said, that no man knoweth the Son but the Father? They
it seems, in direct defiance of this scripture, declare they
know the Son; and with an uncovered front, Which makes
one tremble at their blasphemy, advance further, and say that
He is not One with the Father, over all God blessed for ever!
Reader! do not fail to keep in remembrance those blessed
words of Jesus, which so plainly, and so fully declare, that
none can know the Son but the Father; than which there
cannot be a more decisive testimony, that Christ is God.

But when the Reader hath duly pondered this unanswerable
testimony of Jesus, to the certainty of his Godhead, | crave
his indulgence to dwelt a little longer on this precious
passage. If the revelation, both of the Father and of the Son
(for both are One) be made, and is made, by Jesus
concerning the Father, and by the Father concerning the Son,
oh! think how blessed it must be, when the Lord gives to any
poor sinner a spirit of wisdom and revelation in this divine
knowledge. | beg the Reader not to shut the book until he
hath, in regular order, turned to those scriptures in blessed
confirmation of this most unquestionable truth. And first,
according to the order of those words, No man knoweth the
Son but the Father. See Christ’'s testimony to Peter. Matt.
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16:13-17. See Paul's testimony also, concerning himself on
this grand point. Gal. 1:11-16. Paul was called from the error
of his way by Christ from heaven. So that, as he saith, Ae
never received the Gospel from man neither was taught it by
man, but by Jesus Christ. A plain and decided testimony that
he knew Christ to be God. Anti the same Apostle saith, that it
was God the Father; that revealed his Son to him. Add to
these, Jesus himself saith, No man, can come to me, except
the Father which hath, sent me, draw him. John 6:44. So
much for the revelation of the Son by the Father and of which
Paul was so well convinced, agreeably to what our Lord hath
said in this scripture, that none can know the Son but the
Father and by his revelation of him, that the Apostle expressly
prays for the Church at Ephesus, that the Father would give
unto them a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him. 1 beg the Reader to read the whole passage Ephesians
1:15, to the end. Now then, in like manner, let the Reader
consult those scriptures, which equally prove that the
knowledge of the Father is only with the Son, and his
redeemed, to whom the Loud Jesus reveals him. And here in
proof, read John 1:18; then turn to John 6:46; then John
10:15; and lastly, to mention no more, John 14:9-10. Oh! the
preciousness and blessedness of these things! Reader! may
not you and | (if so be the Lord Jesus hath mercifully given us
a spiritual knowledge herein,) may we not take to ourselves
what Jesus said to Peter; and consider the same blessedness
as ours also: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto us,
but our God and Father which is in heaven. See also Luke
10:23-24. John 16:13-15. 2 Cor. 4:6.
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I must not trespass further by enlarging on the many other
blessed things contained in the close of this Chapter. But
otherwise what a subject might be opened concerning the A/
things Jesus saith, as Mediator, are delivered unto him by his
Father? (see the Commentary on Luke 10-22.) and of Jesus’
invitation to the weary and heavy laden to come to him, and
to find rest unto their souls? But | beg the Reader to consult
some of the numberless scriptures on these glorious truths of
our God: and may the Holy Ghost open their beauties and
saving influences to his soul! Psalm 116:6. Isaiah 28:12.
Hebrews 4:9.

REFLECTIONS

Will any send my soul to question, whether Jesus be indeed
He that should come: or can there be a possibility of cause to
look for another? Oh! no. He is the altogether lovely: and the
chiefest and the fairest among ten thousand. Now, even now,
as well as in the days of his flesh, the spiritually blind, are
receiving from him their sight: the lame in soul, Jesus makes
to leap as an hart; leprous sin-hers are cleansed in the
fountain of his blood; the deaf hear the words of the book;
the dead in trespasses and sins are raised; and the poor in
spirit, hear and know the joyful sound, and through grace
walk in the light of God’'s countenance. And can there be
another Jesus: another Gospel which we have not received?
Oh! thou dear Lord! blessed for ever blessed be thou for
having said, blessed is ha whosoever shall not be offended in
me!

162



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

Lord! grant if it be thy blessed will, that it never may be the
condemnation of our land like Chorazin and Bethsaida! Great
Gospel privileges we have indeed; but what must follow if we
neglect, or reject such great salvation?

Reader! let you and | listen to the sweet and gracious
invitation, which Jesus gives to the weary in sin, and to the
heavy laden under the burthen of it, Oh! for grace to learn of
thee, thou meek and lovely Savior! Thou art indeed, both a
rest and resting place, for thy people. In thee, my soul would
rest from sin, and rest to God. Thou art both a shelter from
the wind, and a covert from the tempest. Thou art my hiding
place, thou will preserve me from trouble. Thou wilt compass
mc about with songs of deliverance. Haste, haste my soul, to
thy rest, thy Jesus for the Lord hath dealt bountifully by thee!
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Chapter 12

CONTENTS

We have our Lord represented to us in this Chapter going on
with his ministry. The sin against the Holy Ghost /s here
spoken of.

(MATTHEW 12:1-8)

*“At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn;
and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of
corn, and to eat. (2) But when the Pharisees saw /¢, they said unto
him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon
the sabbath day. (3) But he said unto them, Have ye not read
what David did, when he was an hungred, and they that were
with him; (4) How he entered into the house of God, and did eat
the showbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for
them which were with him, but only for the priests? (5) Or have
ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests
in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless? (6) But |
say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple.
(7) But if ye had known what tA/is meaneth, | will have mercy, and
not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. (8) For
the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.”

I do not think it necessary to swell my Poor Man’s
Commentary, with making observations on whatever, is plain
and obvious. Our Lord who is both the original institutor, and
Lord of the Sabbath, hath clearly shown, how mercy is to
supersede mere works of sacrifice. But if the Jews were so
tenacious of the ordinary sanctity of the sabbath, as to

164



THE POOR MAN’S NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY Robert Hawker

prohibit everything but what was indispensible; what would
those men have said, had they lived in the present hour,
when reverence both for the sabbath, and the Lord of the
Sabbath, is so generally set aside. Ye people of God, in whose
hearts the fear of the Lord is! see to it that ye stand up, as
Moses did in the gap, to turn away the Lord’s wrath from
what may be generally expected; the Lord avenging the
breach of his sabbaths. Jesus! be thou the very sabbath of my
soul! See Mark 2:23.

(MATTHEW 12:9-13)

**And when he was departed thence, he went into their
synagogue: (10) And, behold, there was a man which had Ais
hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on
the sabbath days? that they might accuse him. (Z1) And he said
unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have
one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not
lay hold on it, and lift /z out? (Z2) How much then is a man better
than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath
days. (Z3) Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And
he stretched /¢ forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other.”

Here was an immediate opportunity for Christ to prove
himself, Lord of the Sabbath, in healing this diseased man.
The case is simply, but earnestly related and the effect as
might have been expected. But what | would have the Reader
particularly to regard in this case, is the spiritual sense of it.
This man with a sinew shrunk hand, was not in idleness at his
own house, but in the synagogue. He was waiting in the way
of ordinances. It is good to be found waiting on the Lord, and
in the way of the Lord’s own appointing. They seemed
unconscious of the mercy the Lord intended for him: neither
is it said, that he knew Jesus, much less that he made any
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application to Jesus. Preventing mercies, are sweet mercies. /
was found of them, saith the Lord, that sought we not. lsaiah
65:1. No doubt, Jesus knew this poor man was in the
synagogue. And He, of whom it is said, that he must needs go
through Samaria, because there was a poor sinner who
neede